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MISSION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES 

5#!.ȭÓ Mission statement  
Creating solutions to poverty, improving lives in our community 

5#!.ȭÓ Core Values 

WE BELIEVE IN: 

Respect, Dignity, Compassion and Equity: 

¦/!b ōƻŀǊŘΣ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ¦/!bΩǎ 

services, the staff and the community. 

Accountability: 

UCAN provides services in a manner that is effective, efficient and meaningful to the community and 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¦/!b ǳǎŜǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊǳŘŜƴǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

assure superior accountability. 

Making a Positive Difference: 

¦/!bΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΣ 

improve and change. UCAN makes a positive difference in our communities by providing needed, 

meaningful and quality services.  

Quality and Excellence:  

¦/!b ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎŀƭƛōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ άōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέ 

ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¦/!b ƛǎ ŀ άƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛvity and flexibility, and 

embraces the concept of continuously improving the quality of its services throughout the agency. 

Partnering:  

¦/!b ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ¦/!bΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

community. 

Courage:  

UCAN is willing to take risks, try new things, and encourages staff ideas for new projects. 

Honesty/Integrity:  

UCAN is committed to honesty and integrity in all aspects of its organization. 
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INTRODUCTION 
This report presents a broad, integrated overview of common social conditions in Douglas County, 

Oregon in 2009. Every effort has been made to cite the most accurate and up-to-date information 

available, and to present data within the context of underlying factors and history as pertinent.  

The nationwide economic crisis that began in fall of 2008 has hit Douglas County particularly hard, as it 

had already been identified as economically άǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘέ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ [1], with unemployment and 

poverty rates well above state and national averages, and with state and county service agency budgets 

already decimated from years of underfunding.   

A person in good physical condition who falls off a 12 foot stepladder may be hurt and even seriously 

injured, but a person in poor condition who falls the same distance is bound to suffer more acutely. 

Douglas County is comparable to that second unfortunate fallerτcritically vulnerable, with few reserves 

to cope with the increasing crisis.  

This report focuses on basic aspects of life in which many county residents are most vulnerable. It can be 

challenging to identify, measure, and address social needs in large, rural communities such as Douglas 

County. It is hoped that the information in this report will be useful in promoting, creating, facilitating, 

and/or expanding effective programs, policies, and activities to improve the lives and futures of Douglas 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 
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GEOGRAPHY  
Douglas County is a large, rural area located in southwestern Oregon. Encompassing 5,071 square 

milesτapproximately the size of Connecticutτthe county spreads from the Pacific Ocean to the 

Cascade Mountains and includes the entire Umpqua River watershed and a large portion of the Umpqua 

National Forest. Evergreen forests, hills, bluffs, and valleys dominate the landscape, laced with rivers 

and myriad streams.  

¢ƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ όŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ пмΦнϲ CΣ ŀƴŘ WǳƭȅΩǎ ƛǎ суΦпϲύΣ ȅŜŀǊ-round greenery, 

and lack of crowding (approximately 20 people per square mile) attract retirees from less hospitable 

ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

The Federal Government owns approximately half of the land in the county, and most residents live near 

the I 5 corridor that runs north through Washington State to British Columbia and south to San Diego, 

California [1]. 
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http://bluebook.state.or.us/local/counties/counties10.htm 

 

Douglas County map used by permission from The News-Review 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
Lƴ Wǳƭȅ нллу ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ млрΣнплΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ нΦу ҈ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ 

population. About one-fifth (20.2 %) of county residents live in Roseburg, the county seat, while 52.5 % 

live in unincorporated areas. The rest of the population is distributed in 11 small incorporated towns 

widely scattered across this large county [1]. 

Age 
Residents aged 65 and up comprise муΦт҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ мнΦф҈Φ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƎŜŘ мт ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ нмΦо҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

όŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ноΦо҈ ƛƴ hǊŜƎƻƴύΣ ŀƴŘ рфΦф҈ ƻŦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŜǎ му ǘƻ сп όŎƻƳpared to 

63.8% in the state) [1]. 

Race 
According to the most recent available data (2007), 91% of Douglas County residents are white, not 

Hispanic, while 4% are Hispanic, 1.6% American Indian or Alaska Natives, 0.9% are Asian, 0.3% black, 

0.1% Pacific Islanders, and 2.2% are of mixed races [2]. 

Educational Levels  
The percentage of Douglas County residents over the age of 24 who have high school diplomas is close 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜτупΦс҈ ŀƴŘ утΦр҈ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻƴƭȅ мпΦт҈ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜe or 

ƘƛƎƘŜǊΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ нтΦс҈ [3, 4]. 

Income  
5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ нллу ǿŀǎ ϷпуΣпллΣ му҈ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ϷруΣтлл [5].  

The most recent figures available (2007) show that 14.9% of Douglas County residents are at or below 

poverty level, compared to the stateΩǎ 13% [2]. It should be noted that in 2007 the county and state 

unemployment rates were at a modest 7.8% and 5.2% respectively [6]. Even then, Douglas County was 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ άǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘέ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ [7], and the economy has 

worsened considerably since then.  

By March of 2008, county unemployment had increased to 9.2% [6], and a year later, in April 2009, it 

had skyrocketed to 17.6%* following seven straight months of increases. Meanwhile state 

unemployment was 11.8%, compared to 8.9% nationwide [8]. 

                                                           
*
 These are seasonally-adjusted statistics, which may differ from unadjusted statistics sometimes cited in news 

reports. 



UCAN 2009 Community Needs Assessment ς Douglas County 

 

June 25, 2009  P a g e | 8 

INDICATORS OF FINANCIAL CRISIS 

Public Assistance for Basic Needs 
An increase in requests for basic needs assistance is one of the most immediate and measurable 

indicators of a worsening econƻƳȅΦ Lƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ bŜŜŘȅ 

Families (TANF) household caseload in March 2009 increased 12.7% from the previous March [1], and 

the food stamp caseload increased by 20.5% from 9,062 households to 10,918 [2].  As this was written in 

March, approximately one-ŦƛŦǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƳǇǎΦ* 

Subsidized School Lunch Eligibility  
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ condition is the percentage of its children who are eligible 

for free or reduced-price school lunches. In October of 2008, as the economy was just  beginning its 

ǎƘŀǊǇ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŜƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ рп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎtudents 

were eligible for subsidized meals, up from 46.6% the previous year. The need was particularly high in 

some small rural districts, such as Glendale SD 77 where nearly 80% of the students were eligible [3, 4]. 

Food Pantries  
Food pantries and kitchens are being asked to feed increasing numbers of needy people, even as 

Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ aŀǊŎƘ ол ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎΩǎ News-Review [5] which 

ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ мн 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ¦/!bΩǎ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ Ŧorced to reduce 

the amount of food in emergency food boxes from a five-to-seven day supply to a three-day provision in 

order to serve more people. For example, in December 2008, 2,784 boxes were distributed, compared 

to 2,411 in December 2007, a 15.5 % increase [6].  

The News-Review ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘΣ ƴƛƴŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎϞ joined 

forces to donate $45,000 to the UCAN Food Bank to help meet the skyrocketing need for emergency 

food supplies in both Douglas and Josephine counties [5]. 

                                                           
*
 Calculated using figures from http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/assistance/data/branch_bk/fsflash.pdf (March 2009) 

and population stats from http://www.pdx.edu/sites/www.pdx.edu.prc/files/media_assets/PopRpt08.pdf 2008 
Oregon Population Report  

Ϟ
  Contributors included the Ford Family Foundation, the Gordon Elwood Foundation, Mercy Foundation, the Cow 

Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation,  the Whipple Foundation, Crane Creek Family Fund, Toll and Wagner Charitable 
Fund, Walton-Weston Family Fund, and the Collyer Hitchcock Family Fund. 

http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/assistance/data/branch_bk/fsflash.pdf
http://www.pdx.edu/sites/www.pdx.edu.prc/files/media_assets/PopRpt08.pdf
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EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT 

Unemployment Rate  
5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ April 2009 was 17.6%*, following a steady increase since April 

нллуΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƻǿ 8.7% [1]. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ пн҈ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ммΦу҈Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀs 

second only to Michigan in the country [2]. 

The News-Review reported that the county lost 514 jobs in March alone, noting that the county had the 

highest unemployment of western Oregon counties and ranked fifth in the state behind four much 

smaller counties [3].  

In March, the state released its quarterly Economic and Revenue Forecast [4]. This report says that 

unemployment in 2008 was worse than expected, and it predicts ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ 

will increase another 4.3% in 2009. By the end of March, hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ unemployment rate had already risen 

by 3.6%Σ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǇ пΦр҈ [2, 1]. Given that ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿƛƭƭ άƴƻǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ нлмлΣέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ a statewide 4.3% 

increase in unemployment for the year may prove to be an underestimate, and Douglas County has 

already gone beyond that pointϞ.  

Living Wage Scarcity  
Unemployment in Douglas County has been an on-going problem since the late 1980s when the 

previously-dominant timber industry began to shrink, particularly affecting workers lacking secondary 

education. Lack of job opportunities is only part of the problem; jobs may be available, even for those 

without a higher education, but relatively few are living-wage jobs. The pay rate in the county, even in 

professional areas such as nursing and education, tends to be well below the average pay in the state. 

For example, according to the Oregon Employment Department, the average 2009 salary for Douglas 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ regisǘŜǊŜŘ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ όǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎύ ƛǎ мп҈ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ [5].  

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ 

people with four-year degrees may have trouble finding living-wage employment. Many jobs in the 

county are less than full-time, doƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōŜnefits, and often require employees to work varying, 

unpredictable hours. In ¦/!bΩǎ нллф ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ [Addendum 2], 67% of 

respondents cited the lack of living wage jobs as a critical problem in Douglas County. 

According to a March 2009 report from the U.S. .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǊ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ άƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ 

part-ǘƛƳŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎέτthose who want but ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ Ŧǳƭƭ-time laborτincreased 80% since March 2008. 

There was ŀƭǎƻ ŀ тм҈ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ άŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 

month, and therefore were not included in unemployment statistics [6]. 

                                                           
*
 Seasonally-adjusted statistics, which may differ from unadjusted statistics sometimes cited in news reports. 

Ϟ
 Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ мтΦс҈Σ ŀ рΦп҈ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ нллф [1].  
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Insufficient Jobs Skills/Incentives  
In a comprehensive survey of county manufacturers in 2004, business owners reported a serious 

problem in finding skilled employees. The skills cited most often as lacking were the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎƻŦǘ-

ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣέ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǿƻǊƪ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ [7].  

While emploȅŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƨƻō-seekers 

complain of being expected to do hard and/or tedious labor for low pay, few or no benefits, and no job 

security.  

Both complaints have merit. Clearly there is a crucial neeŘ ǘƻ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ άǎƻŦǘ-ǎƪƛƭƭǎέ ǘƻ 

those who lack them. There is also an urgent need to import and/or create more living-wage, secure 

jobs which would, among other benefits, motivate workers to improve their job skills.  
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TRANSPORTATION  
LŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎǳŎŎƛƴŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΥ ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ 

geographically larger than the state of Connecticut. The vast majority of health and social services are 

ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎΧǳƴƳŜǘ Ƴƻǘƛƭƛǘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

unincorporated areas of the county where transportation service is limited or nonexistentΦέ[1, pg.56] 

Transportation is a crucial factor in successfully obtaining and retaining employment, reaching needed 

medical care, accessing government and service agencies, acquiring higher education and/or job 

training, and participating fully in community life.  

Lƴ ¦/!bΩǎ нллф Community Needs Survey [Addendum 1], transportation was frequently noted under 

άŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜώǎϐ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣέ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ōȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ όaȅǊǘƭŜ 

Creek/Tri-City, Riddle, Canyonville, and Glendale). Their comments included the following: 

ά¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ IŀŘ ǘƻ ǉǳƛǘΧΣέ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŀǊ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǎΣέ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊ-accessible, affordable transportation from South County to Roseburg for 

ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎΣέ ά¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΧŦǊƻƳ DƭŜƴŘŀƭŜΧǘƻ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣέ ŀƴŘ άώ²Ŝ 

ƴŜŜŘϐ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΦέ  

Of 124 ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ¦/!bΩǎ нллф ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ [Addendum 2], 69% 

indicated that there is a high or critical need for access to public transportation in Douglas County. 

A public bus system is ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

and social services are located, as are the majority of stores and other businesses. Bus routes reach 

nearby Sutherlin and Winston and stop at Umpqua Community College. Bus service is not available on 

weekends or evenings. 

[Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎΣ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ [2], however, and the 

rest must depend on private transportation, which may be problematic for several reasons. The expense 

of vehicle purchase, upkeep, insurance, and fuel is a hardship and even an insurmountable obstacle for 

ƳŀƴȅΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ мф҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ срΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜ-related health problems may limit 

the ability to drive, leaving such people dependent on others for transportation.  

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ǎƛȊŜŀōƭŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜǾƻƪŜŘ* [3]. 

This can lead to escalating legal and social problems when people find themselves isolated in small 

towns, without employment, unable to get to work elsewhere reliably, with limited resources and little 

in the way of available recreation and social support.  

In August 2008, UCAN took over the operation of U-Trans, the public bus system which had previously 

been operated at a loss by the County. The system is now increasingly stable, and UCAN hopes to 

expand public transit service into other areas of the county in the near future. 

                                                           
*
 In 2008, 3772 Douglas /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ όпΦм҈ύ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜǾƻƪŜŘ [3].  
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HOUSING  

Housing Availability and Afforda bility  
A greater percentage of housing in the county is owner-occupied (69.4%) than the state average 

(64.7%), and structures tend to be older (78% built before 1990, compared to state average of 71%). 

Mobile homes account for 19% of housing in the county, ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ фΦм҈ [1, 2]. 

Douglas County has a serious housing shortage, regardless of affordability. Only an estimated 2.8% of all 

housing units in the county are available for rent, compared to the state rate of 5.7% [1, 2].  

The National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIH), reports that, in 2009, a Douglas County resident 

working full-time at $12.44 per hour could afford to rent a two-bedroom home or apartment (average 

cost $647/mo) at Fair Market Rateτthat is, 30% of total income. However, according to NLIH figures, 

the average renter earned only $10.94 per hour, and so would need to work 1.1 full-time jobs to rent a 

two-bedroom home at Fair Market Rate. A renter earning minimum wage, $8.40 per hour, would need 

to work 59 hours a week, 52 weeks a year, to afford that housing [3]. The problem of finding affordable 

housing is compounded by the fact that most rentals require a large initial investment of first and last 

ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǊŜƴǘ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ deposit, which is an unfeasible expense for many.   

Additionally, because rentals are so scarce, property owners can be very selective in choosing renters. 

People with children or pets are often rejected, and applicants with challenges such as poor credit, a 

history of substance abuse or criminal activity, or those with mental illnesses find very few rentals 

available to them.  

Subsidized and Low-income Housing  
The Umpqua Community Development Corporation (UCDC) owns and manages 180 low-income rental 

units in Douglas County, including 20 in Myrtle Creek and 40 in Canyonville. UCDC also offers programs 

to assist low-income residents to buy their homes, to prevent foreclosures, and to provide loans for 

home repairs [4].  

The Housing Authority of Douglas County (HADCO) offers two programs to assist low-income renters. 

Through the Section 8 Voucher Program, HADCO pays a portion of the rent for approved apartments, 

mobile homes, and houses. The wait list for this program is six monthsςtwo years, and HADCO does not 

provide funding for security deposits or other fees [5]. 

In addition HADCO owns 155 apartments in various communities which are rented to clients at 30% of 

their income. The wait list for subsidized one- and two-bedroom housing in Roseburg is currently twoς

four years, while the wait for rentals in other areas is six monthsςtwo years [5].    

Applicants for both programs are subjected to background checks, and having a drug or criminal history 

is usually grounds for disqualification [5].  
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In 1994, UCAN began developing low-income rental housing, and today it manages units for 71 

households in the county, with six additional units under construction. Most housing units are 

apartments, with some modest houses and one duplex. Most are located in Roseburg and Winston, with 

additional units available in Sutherlin, Drain, and Canyonville.  

The majority ƻŦ ¦/!bΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ set aside for people seeking to overcome encumbrances, such as 

those who are recovering from substance abuse, have been incarcerated, have mental illness, or have 

been homeless. Case management and social services are made available to these residents. 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ муф ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¦/!bΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭŀ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΣ 

notes that there is always a wait list of people hoping for a vacancy. As this was written in May, 165 

individuals and/or families were on wait lists for UCAN transitional and permanent housing programs.  

Foreclosures  
The rate of home foreclosures due to the economy has hit Oregon and Douglas County hard. In January, 

Oregon was ranked fifth in highest rates of foreclosures in the country [6]. 

hƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нфΣ ŀ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻŦ άwww.foreclosurefreesearch.comέ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ тр ƘƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

(no commercial properties) for sale due to foreclosure and 76 additional homes for sale due to 

bankruptcy.  

Homelessness in Douglas County 
When affordable housing is not available, some people end up homelessτstaying in shelters or with 

friends, camping out, or living in cars or other substitutes for homes. Gradually there has been more 

public awareness of the wide scope and social impact of this problem in Douglas County.  

Each January, a nationwide census of people who are homeless takes place, with each county reporting 

its findings to the state. The Douglas County 2009 Homeless Count, coordinated by UCAN, identified 818 

people experiencing homelessness, a 63% increase from the 501 recorded in 2008. Women and children 

under the age of 18 accounted for 78% (642), up from 62% in 2008. More than half of the people 

countedτ423τwere in families with children, while 295 were single adults, and 52 were living as 

couples without children. The remaining 48 were unaccompanied youth age 17 or under, one of whom 

was pregnant [7, 8].  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ нллф ŎƻǳƴǘΣ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ пл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άŎƘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎέ ōȅ 

hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

years. In 2008, 31% of the people counted fell into this category [7,8]. 

Rural Homelessness 
An article by the National Alliance to End Homelessness (NAEH) ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άwǳǊŀƭ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ,έ 

describes the difficulties of identifying and meeting the needs of homeless people in areas like Douglas 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΣ ά!ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ 

as thŜ ΨƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎΩΧ aŀƴȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜΧǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎΣ ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ 

ŎŀǊǎΣ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ŦŀǊƳ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ ώ!ƴŘϐ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΧƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ ǳǇ ώǿƛǘƘ 
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ƻǘƘŜǊǎϐ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊs note that the problem is worse in those rural areas 

with high unemployment and poverty rates [9].  

Homeless Children and Families  
Of particular concern is the number of children who are homeless, either with their families or on their 

own. Identifying and assisting unattended youth and families with children can be particularly difficult, 

because they may hide their living situations due to embarrassment or worries about being pulled into 

the legal system.  

Children aged 17 and under represented 35% of people counted in the 2009 Douglas County Homeless 

Count, including 94 children five-years-old and under, 89 six to eleven, and 103 aged 12 to 17. As 

previously noted, 48 of the 286 under-18-year-olds were identified as unaccompanied youth [7]. 

Each public school district is required by federal law* to provide a homeless liaison for students, but 

there is a great deal of variability in the focus and services available. The person serving as the homeless 

liaison in a small, poorly-funded district is likely to wear several other hats as well, and to have fewer 

resources to assist and support students who are homeless.  

The 2008ς09 ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΩ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ were not available as this was written, but 

school representatives confirmed that the numbers are increasing. Juliana Marez, homeless liaison for 

ǘƘŜ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΣ άhǳǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦ hƴŜ ƛƴ ŦƛŦǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀōƻǳǘ 

молΣ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ώǎŎƘƻƻƭϐ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘΧΦǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ under 12, with about 

40 teensΦέ[10]     

Services for Homeless 
The above-mentioned NAEH report observesΣ άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴ 

homelessness is a lower capacity in the homeless service provider infrastructure in rural areas as 

opposed to urban areasΦέ[9] This is certainly a factor in Douglas County where most services are 

concentrated in Roseburg.  

UCAN has a full-time Homeless Advocate in Roseburg who provides information, referrals, basic needs 

assistance, and support services for people throughout the couƴǘȅΦ !ǘ ¦/!bΩǎ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŦǊŜŜ 

showers and laundry services are available two mornings each week.  

Additionally, UCAN is in the planning stages of a program dubbed MOVES (Mobile Outreach Van 

Essential Services) to provide a wide range of essential services and basic needs for people in the county 

who are homeless and do not have access to the assistance available in Roseburg.      

Shelters located in Roseburg include The Samaritan Inn, (for women 18 and older, alone or with 

children, but no males over age 11), Safe Haven (for expectant mothers 12 years and older), The 

Roseburg Rescue Mission (for men over the age of 18), and Battered Persons Advocacy (emergency 

shelter for women and their children in crisis).  

                                                           
*
 McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 1986 
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Transitional housing/shelter is available at Casa de Belen (for teens and families with teens) and at 

Orchard Knolls (for any single individuals, with preference given to veterans and the homeless).  

To further address the needs of young people who are homeless and on their own, the Homeless Youth 

Drop-In Center was opened last year in Roseburg to provide services for youth aged 12 to 18. The Center 

is open weekdays and Sunday afternoons and evenings. Services include counseling and referrals, 

shower and laundry facilities, internet access, and basic needs assistance. 
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HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE SERVICES 

Health Care Facilities  
Douglas County residents are primarily served by two hospitalsτMercy Medical Center and the 

Veterans Affairs Medical Centerτwhich are both located in Roseburg. Additionally, the Lower Umpqua 

Hospital, a Type B Rural Hospital (fewer than 50 beds) in Reedsport serves coastal residents [1]. Most 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 

outlying towns. 

Douglas County Health Department  
On May 1, 2008, the Douglas County Health and Social Services Department submitted its Annual Plan 

for 2008/2009 to the Oregon Department of Human Services. Although this was some months before 

the economy began its drastic plummet, the report was grim in its evaluation of and prognosis for the 

health of county residents [2].  

The report noted that, compared to the rest of Oregon, Douglas County has many challenges, including a 

ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƎƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ άƘƛƎher rate of unemployment, higher poverty 

rate, fewer educational opportunities, increased substance abuse, and fewer resources to help address 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎŀǊŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

central core area are exacerbated by limited public transportation, longer travel distances to health care 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎΦέ[2, pg.2]   

Responding to these challenges is hampered by years of inadequate funding and budget cuts in Public 

Health Programs, according to this report. Public Health staff funding has been cut by 23% since 2005, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ϷоллΣллл Ŏǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΧǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀŦŦƛƴƎΣ 

planning, or resources in fiscal year 2008-2009: ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴκƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴΧƻƭŘŜǊ 

ŀŘǳƭǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦέ[2, pg.12]  

Lƴ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά¦ƴƳŜǘ bŜŜŘǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ Ŏǳǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

summarized, ending with this ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ tǳōƭƛŎ 

IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛǎ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦέ [2, pg. 55] 

Survey Responses 
Lƴ ¦/!bΩǎ нллф /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ bŜŜŘǎ {ǳǊǾŜȅ [Addendum 1], health care was one of the most commonly 

ŎƛǘŜŘ άǳƴƳŜǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦέ hŦ мст ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǳƴƳŜǘ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ру όор҈ύ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀŎƪŜŘ 

sufficient health care. No insurance, OHP not available for adults, limited access to care (including 

transportation), and lack of affordable dental care, optical care, and mental health services were among 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ hItΦ !ƴŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ 

ƻǿƴΣέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ  

Lƴ ¦/!bΩǎ нллф ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜrs [Addendum 2], 80% of respondents said there is a 

high/critical need for more access to and availability of health services. 
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Health Insurance  
A major problem in obtaining health care is that many county residents lack insurance. According to a 

March 2009 ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ¦{!Σ άMore than one out of three people (34.4 %) in Oregon under the 

age of 65 went without health insurance for all or part of the two-year period 2007-2008Φέ[3] Douglas 

County, with its much higher poverty and unemployment rates, undoubtedly also has a higher rate of 

ǳƴƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ wŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ aŜǊŎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ 

YƛŘǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ώǎŎƘƻƻƭϐ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

insuranceΦέ[4] 

The most recent numbers available indicate that 14,613 county residents (13.9% of total population) 

had some form of Oregon Health Plan (OHP) insurance in November 2008τa 7.3% increase from the 

previous year [5]. As of April of this year, 5,500 children aged 19 or under were enrolled on OHP through 

5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό5/Lt!ύ*[6].  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ноΦф҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

in this age range [7]. Although low-income adults may qualify for OHP, there is no funding to cover most 

of them, and the coverage adults receive is usually limited [8]. 

Even when people have insurance, they may not be able to afford their deductible or co-payments and 

therefore go without needed services, particularly preventative care and medical screening.  

Health Care Providers Scarcity  
Access to health care is further hampered by the fact that the county has fewer health care providers 

per resident than the state average. As of 2007, there were 91.5 primary care providers (including nurse 

practitioners) per 100,000 people, compared to 111.9 in the state. As noted elsewhere, in 2007 the 

Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƘŀŘ сΦт ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǇŜǊ мллΣллл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ муΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ мрΦм ǊŀǘŜΤ ŀƴŘ пΦу 

ƻōǎǘŜǘǊƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǇŜǊ мллΣллл ǿƻƳŜƴ όƻǾŜǊ муύΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ммΦт [9, 10].  

Furthermore, despite the high percentage of county residents aged 65 and up (18.7%, compared to the 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ мнΦф҈ύΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ мфΣтмл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ŀƭƭ 

located in Roseburg, who specialize in geriatric medicine [7, 11].   

Tobacco Use 
Tobacco use is a serious health problem in the county, with 27% of adults who smoke, compared to 19% 

statewide, and 8% of adult males using smokeless tobacco vs. 6% in the state. Of particular concern is 

the fact that a fourth of all pregnant women smokeτƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

children also use tobacco at a higher rate: 15% of 8th graders smoke (state average is 9%), and 22% of 

high school juniors smoke (vs. 17% state rate). Smokeless tobacco is popular with young males as well, 

with 18% of 11th grade boys using it, compared to the state average of 12%. Tobacco use is responsible 

for 27% of the deaths in the county [12].  

                                                           
*
 DCIPA is the primary managed-care/OHP provider for the county, although residents at the southern end of the 

county and on the coast may be enrolled in other programs. 
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Health Indicators  
wŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ тл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ άŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΥ 

ŀǊǘƘǊƛǘƛǎΣ ŀǎǘƘƳŀΣ ŘƛŀōŜǘŜǎΣ ƘƛƎƘ ōƭƻƻŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΣ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƘƻƭŜǎǘŜǊƻƭ ƻǊ ǎǘǊƻƪŜΣέ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ см҈ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ сп҈ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ƻōŜǎŜΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ рс҈Φ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘǳŜΣ ŀǘ 

least ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ Ǌƛǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ 

conditions. Additionally, Douglas County has a much higher rate of people with disabilities between the 

ages of 16 and 64 τ 21.1%τ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ моΦу҈ [9, 10].  

Emergency Rooms Replacing Primary Care  
The above-ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άǳǊƎŜƴǘ 

ŎŀǊŜέ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-urgent needs reflects a lack of access to primary care, and 

that such care is inferior to the continuity of care and service provided by appropriate primary care. 

ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ǇƻƻǊ 

physical, oral, and mental healthτuninsured/underinsured children, pregnant women, adults, and the 

ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅΦέ[2, pg. 56]  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ bƛŎƪŜƭΣ aŜǊŎȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 

significant increase in the number of emergency room visits, up 7% in February compared to February 

2008, and ǎƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀ нн҈ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ άǎŜƭŦ-Ǉŀȅέ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊƻƻƳ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎτin 

other words, people without insurance [13].    

Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ bƛŎƪŜƭ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά!ǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊƛǎŜƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōŀŘ 

debt and charity care expenses. In the past three months, bad debt (people not paying their 

ōƛƭƭǎκōŀƭŀƴŎŜǎύ Ƙŀǎ ǊƛǎŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ϷмΦо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅΧŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǊƛǎŜΦέ [13]           

In January, Mercy Medical closed its inpatient rehabilitation unit that had served patients recovering 

from orthopedic injuries, amputations, and multiple trauma injuries, and reduced 30 positions, all in an 

ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘƻǿƴǘǳǊƴΦ bƛŎƪŜƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ му ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀ 

number of programs and services ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎτemergency care and 

ŀŎǳǘŜ ŎŀǊŜΦέ [13] 

Nickel pointed out that, while emergency room visits have increased, hospital admissions are down, 

with 20% fewer admissions in February 2009 than a year ago. She suggested possible reasons for this 

ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΣ ά{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜƭŀȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻƴ-emergency procedures and surgeries that they need but 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘǳŎǘƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

that one breadwinner has been laid-off... And some people may simply be afraid to miss a day of work 

ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎΦέ [13] 

Rural Challenges 
Recent surveys by the Mercy Foundation, addressed to school children, parents, and teachers in Days 

Creek and Riddle, exposed the challenge faced by many families who need to obtain health care for their 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ Lƴ ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ 

that obtaining care for their children conflicted with their work responsibilities. A significant number of 
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ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ ŀƴ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻǊ 9w ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 

office because the latter is closed when they get off work [14].  

Dental Care 
Lack of dental care is alǎƻ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ aŜǊŎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ƛƴ wƛŘŘƭŜ 

and Days Creek revealed that many children suffered from tooth pain without the knowledge of their 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛŘŘƭŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ άhƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ of discrepancy is that 

ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ όрм҈ύ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƻƻǘƘŀŎƘŜΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 

level of awareness of this issue is much lower (29% for parents and 42% for teachers). It is possible that 

the dental pain kids exǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǾŜǊōŀƭƛȊŜ 

it to teachers and parentsΦέ[14] 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ άhǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ 

uninsured and underinsured children and adults in Douglas County. Consequently, many are at an 

increased risk for periodontal infection, tooth loss, and more serious health problems that result from or 

co-occur with dental diseaseΦέ[2, pg.7]  

Many people in the community depend on the services of the Northwest Medical Teams Mobile Dental 

Clinic, which provides bare-basic dental careτfillings and extractionsτfor low-income residents. The 

primary author of this report can testify gratefully to the value of the services offered by this program.  

New Rural Services  
In January, the Umpqua Community Health Center (UCHC) opened a clinic in Myrtle Creek. UCHC, which 

has a primary facility in Roseburg and small offices in Drain and Glide, has a sliding scale for payments 

and a policy of turning no one away. Additionally, UCHC was recently awarded a two-year grant of 

$208,996 from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The money will be used to hire additional 

staff and expand services [15].  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ aŜǊŎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ YƛŘǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ όIYhtύ 

new mobile health clinic. The $90,000 van, staffed by a nurse-practitioner and an assistant, goes to 

Riddle and Winston/Dillard four times a month, providing free health care to children, including 

preschoolers [16]. HKOP Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллсΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ 

health education and referral services on a regular basis. HKOP Program Coordinator, Pam Frank, said 

that the Foundation hopes to eventually provide direct health services to other areas of the county that 

lack sufficient health care services.    

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ aŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό5/Lt!ύ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

Umpqua Regional Medical Center in Sutherlin. The clinic is expected to provide care for up to 7,000 

patients in northern Douglas County including Yoncalla, Oakland, and Drain [17]. 
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MENTAL HEALTH 
Access to mental health services is very limited in Douglas County. The Veterans Affairs Medical System 

does provide a variety of services for veterans, but resources for the general population are scarce, 

particularly outside Roseburg. 

Lost Services 
In 2007, Mercy Medical Center closed its Behavioral Health Unit (BHU), because it was running at a $2 

million annual loss. This was the only acute mental care service available to non-veterans in the county. 

Recently the center was re-ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŜƭŜŎŀǊŜ /ƻǊǇΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ άǎǳō-ŀŎǳǘŜέ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

half of the beds of the BHU [2].  

Additionally, Riverside Center recently closed its day center where children with serious mental health 

issues received schooling and treatment. Most of the children who attended Riverside are now 

attending public schools, and the county health department has a therapist who visits schools and 

assists with care of these children. A parent of one child told a reporter for The News-Review, άLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

was any opportunity for Riverside to reopen, gosh, that would be a blessingΦέ[3] Riverside does still offer 

limited outpatient therapy [4].  

Suicide and Depression  
On May 24, The News-Review reported the suicide of a Roseburg woman. The article says that 29-year-

ƻƭŘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ aŀƭƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

with few treatment options in Douglas County.έ[7] 

Douglas County has a higher rate of suicides than the stateτ17 per 100,000 people compared to 15 for 

the state (2001-2005 statistics). More children attempt suicide in the county as well. In 2006, 8% of 8th 

graders reported having attempted to kill themselves within the last 12 months, compared to 5% in the 

state. Of 11th graders, 6% of the county teens attempted suicide, compared to 5% in the state [5]. 

Douglas County adults have slightly lower reported rates of major depression and serious psychological 

distress thaƴ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎΣ ōǳǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴτ20% of 8th graders have 

had a major depressive episode within the year, compared to 15% in the state, while 21% of 11th graders 

have had the problem, compared to 20% in the state. On the other hand, children who were evaluated 

for psychological distress based on the Mental Health Inventory-5 had the same or slightly lower levels 

of distress compared to the state [5].  

Substance Abuse/Addictions  

Illicit Drug Use 

The use of illicit drugsτparticularly highly-addictive methamphetamineτis widely perceived to be a 

serious problem in the county. Because it is relatively inexpensive and readily available, meth use is 

common in low-income, poorly-educated populations, which suggests that many Douglas County 

residents may be particularly vulnerable.  
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Nevertheless, the most recent statistics available indicate that drug abuse in the county occurs at about 

the same rate as the state averages, and sometimes is even lower than average. Between 2004 and 

2006, 2% of county residents abused/were dependent on illicit drugs, compared to the state average of 

3%. The rate of drug-related property crimes has been consistently below the state average, at least 

since 2000, and the county had fewer drug-related deaths, percentage-wise, than the state from 2001ς

2005 [5].  

Illicit Drug Use and Children  

While the percentage of adults who used marijuana, hashish, or other illicit drugs within a 30-day period 

(during 2002ς2004) was the same or below the state average, the countȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŘǊǳƎǎ ŀǘ ŀ 

considerably higher rate. In 2006, 13% of county 8th graders used marijuana at least once within 30 days, 

compared to 10% at the state level. Of high school juniors, 21% used the drug, compared to the state 

average of 19%.Twice as many 8th graders used other illicit drugs than the state average (4% vs. 2%), and 

р҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƧǳƴƛƻǊǎ ŘƛŘ ǎƻΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ п҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ 

ŘǊǳƎǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ άƘƛƎƘέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ the state average. In 2006, 5% of 8th 

graders admitted to using such drugs at least once in the preceding 30 days, compared to the state 

average of 4%, and 9% of county 11th ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ ǎƻΣ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ с҈ [5]. 

The use of inhalants, however, has decreased in recent years, and county youth now use them at the 

same or lower rate than the state, which is a considerable improvement. In 2002, 9% of 8th graders used 

inhalants, while in 2004 and 2006 the rate was 5%, compared to 6% in the state. In 2003, 9% of the 

ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ммth graders used inhalants, compared to only 3% in the state. By 2006, both the county and 

the state rates had dropped to 2% [5].  

Alcohol and Adults  

Douglas County adults use alcohol at a lower rate (46%) than the state average (53%), although the rate 

of heavy alcohol use is higher in women (countyς9%, stateς8%) while men who are heavy users 

comprise 8% of both the county and state populations [5].  

Alcohol and Children  

Douglas County children use alcohol at a higher rate than the state average. In 2006, 36% of 8th graders 

reported drinking alcohol at least once within 30 days, compared to the state rate of 32%, and 50% of 

11th graders drank, compared to 44% at the state level [5].  

Gambling and Children  

In 2006, 25% of 8th graders said they had gambled in the last year, compared to 27% in the state. 

However 11th graders in the county had a slightly higher gambling rate than the state average, 32% vs. 

31% [5].  

Substance Abuse Treatment  

In Douglas County, ADAPT provides much of the treatment for substance abuse, including Crossroads, a 

six-bed residential treatment center. ADAPT provides counseling, prevention programs, and referrals as 

ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ¦/!bΩǎ /ƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ /ƭƛƴƛŎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴty 

Commission on Children and Families to help women who are recovering from meth addiction [6]. 
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$/5',!3 #/5.49ȭ3 #()LDREN AND FAMILIES 

Child Care 
Finding adequate, available, and affordable child care is a problem for many parents in the county. 

According to the /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ CƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ hǊŜƎƻƴ нллуΥ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŀǘŀ .ƻƻƪΣ child 

care slots are available for only 16% of children aged 13 and under, a rate that is 6% worse than 

hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ [1].  

Douglas County currently has five Certified Family Child Care Facilities, 15 Child Care Centers, 107 Family 

Child Care Homes, and 112 exempt facilities [2, 3]. 

In ¦/!bΩǎ нллф ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ [Addendum 2], 54% of respondents identified the 

need for more child care services as high/critical in Douglas County. 

Poverty and Children  
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ CƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ hǊŜƎƻƴΣ ноΦр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƎŜŘ мт ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ƻǊ 

ōŜƭƻǿ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ нллтΣ ŀ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ мпΦф҈ ƻǾŜǊ-all poverty 

rate, which was, itself, above the state average of 13% [1, 4]. Children in this age range constitute 

21.4% of the county population [5].   

The 2008 Report on Poverty ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴτhouseholds headed by 

single womenτare particularly at risk, with 63% living below poverty level [6]. As discussed elsewhere, 

the economic situation has worsened dramatically since these statistics were gathered, and future 

reports are expected to demonstrate significant increases in poverty levels. 

Child Abuse, Foster Care, and Domestic Violence 
The rate of child abuse and neglect in Douglas County in 2007 was 1.1%, down from 1.3% the previous 

ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻǿ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ мΦн҈ ǊŀǘŜ [7].  hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ 

alcohol are the leading causes of child abuse and neglect [9].   

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ 

child abuse in the county. An article on the topic in The News-Review (July 22, 2008) stated, άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ 

Start offers help to first-time parents. Options Counseling offers parent training and advocacy to all 

families, particularly at-risk families. The Family Development Center is a crisis relief nursery for children 

from ages [birth to five]Φ ¦/!bΩs Head Start offers preschool and social services to children from the 

ages of three to fiveΦέ[8]  

Lƴ нллтΣ мΦнн҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ мΦм҈ 

ōǳǘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ нллс мΦпр҈Φ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩs foster care placement stability rate (children 

placed in two or fewer homes) was 88%, 5% better than the state average [1].  

5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ όно ǇŜǊ млΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜύ 

ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ όпт ǇŜǊ млΣл00) (2005). It should be noted that these are incidents which were reported, 

and the numbers may not accurately reflect the rate of domestic violence in the county [10]. 



UCAN 2009 Community Needs Assessment ς Douglas County 

 

June 25, 2009  P a g e | 23 

The 2007 Douglas County Update by the Douglas County Commission on Children and Families includes 

ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ tŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ-entity for victims of 

domestic violence in the county. The report notes significant increases in 2006 for women and children 

seeking services, compared to 2002. There was an increase of 130% in women who were sheltered, and 

a 63% increase in rape responses. According to the report, 31% of women aged 20ς55 have had one or 

more types of victimization, and one in six has been forcibly raped [12]. 

Children and Youth Homeless ness 
ά¢ƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ Iƛǘǎ IƻƳŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ϧ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΣέ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 

ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ CƛǊǎǘ CƻŎǳǎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллуΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά! ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇŜǊŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 

overlooked amidst the flurry of conversation about bailouts, stimulus plans, and other elements of our 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǘŀƛƭǎǇƛƴΥ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦέ[11] This subject is addressed 

ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

Pregnancy and Children, Birth to Age Five  

Pregnancy and Birth  

Preliminary data indicate that 1,151 babies were born in 2008 to Douglas County residents [1].*  

Of the babies delivered in Douglas County last year, 75.9% delivered spontaneously, 21.8% were 

delivered by cesarean section and 2.2% were delivered with forceps or vacuum extractor [2]. 

Increased Risk Pregnancy/Birth Factors  
In 2008, the rate of low birth-weight babies in the county was 5.8%, an improvement over the 2007 rate 

of 6.5%Ϟ [3, 4]. 

A less encouraging statistic in 2008 is that 3.4% of births were to mothers aged 10ς17, which is 

significantly higher than the state rate of 2.8% [1]. The rate of babies born to unmarried womenτ

42.4%τƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ осΦн҈ [5].  

The county ranks seventh ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ос ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ Φуу ҈ όнллтύΣ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ 

ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ  Φрс҈ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎ WƻǎŜǇƘƛƴŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Φру҈ [6].    

This is of interest, particularly since fewer Douglas County women were reported as receiving 

ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǇǊŜƴŀǘŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ όрΦу҈ύ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ сΦп ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘƛƴŜΩǎ тΦр҈ [7]. The definition 

of inadequate prenatal careϟ may not necessarily reflect the quality of care received, the time spent per 

                                                           
*
 Oregon Dept. of Health Services identifies births by county according to maternal residence; if a Roseburg woman 

delivers in Eugene, the birth is recorded under Douglas County statistics. In 2008, 980 babies were recorded as 
being delivered in the county, which suggests that a least 171 Douglas County babies were born elsewhere. On the 
other hand, non-county-resident births may be included in the 980.   

Ϟ
 The state low birth-weight average was 6.1% and 6% respectively in 2007 and 2008. 

ϟ
 hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ 5ŜǇǘΦ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƛǾŜ ǇǊŜƴŀǘŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƻǊ ŎŀǊŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

third trimester.  
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prenatal visit, etc. The county is at a disadvantage in having a much lower number of obstetricians (4.8 

per 100,000 women) than the state average (11.7), and 91.5 primary care providers per 100,000 people 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ мммΦф* [8, 9].  

One prenatal risk factor in particular may help explaiƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘŜΦ Lƴ нллтΣ 

24% of pregnant women used tobaccoτƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ммΦт҈ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ 

ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ WƻǎŜǇƘƛƴŜΩǎ нм҈ [10].  

On the other hand, the most recent data (2005) showing prenatal alcohol use has Douglas County at 

1.1%, Josephine at 1.0% and the state average at 1.4% [11]. And in the 2005 report of illicit drug use in 

ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΣ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜΣ ŀǘ мΦр҈Σ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ нΦм҈ ŀƴŘ 

particularly to neighboring Josephine /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ммΦу҈ [12].  

Low-income Prenatal Care  

According to an article in The News-Review όWŀƴ нΣ нллфύΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƻǿ-income 

ǇǊŜƴŀǘŀƭ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ άнлл ǘƻ олл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мΣмлл ƻǊ ǎƻ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘέ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ 

was scheduled to close at the end of 2008 due to budget cuts. The Douglas County Independent 

tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό5/Lt!ύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ 

months of 2009 [13].     

On April 29, The News-Review announced that a partnership had been arranged between the County 

Health Department, DCIPA, and Mercy Medical Center to keep the clinic open, with DCIPA making the 

essential contribution of paying the salary of the full-time clinic director/nurse [14].  

Women, Infants  and Children (WIC) Program ɖ 

The Oregon WIC Program is run through the Department of Public Health in Roseburg, with clinics in 

Canyonville, Drain, Myrtle Creek, Sutherlin, and Glendale. The program provides crucial nutritional 

assistance for low-income pregnant and breastfeeding mothers, and for infants and toddlers including 

those who are in foster care.  

Clients receive monthly vouchers for nutrient-rich food items (including infant formula), and they are 

ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊŜŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άLƴŦŀƴǘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎΣέ άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ ¢ŜŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ bǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀƴŘ άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ {ƴŀŎƪǎ 

ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǎǘȅ wŜŎƛǇŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘŦŜŜŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

support, and references as needed. Assistance and support are available for Spanish-speaking clients.    

Lƴ нллуΣ ²L/ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ рм҈ ƻŦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ уф҈ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ subsequently breastfed 

their newborns. There were 2,338 families served, 61.8% of which included at least one employed family 

                                                           
*
 2007 numbers 

Ϟ
 WIC information was obtained from this website: 

http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/wic/docs/annual2008/annual_douglas_2008.pdf and from communications with 

Elizabeth Binkley, M.S.,R.D., WIC Program Manager in Douglas County.   

http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/wic/docs/annual2008/annual_douglas_2008.pdf
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member. The program cared for 4,041 infants and children under five, and 1,683 women (pregnant, 

breastfeeding, and/or postpartum) [15, 16].        

Infants and Pre -school Children  

The 2008 estimate for the number of Douglas County children from birth to age four is 5,644 which is 

5.4% of the population [17]. There are 354 three- and four-year-olds enrolled in Head Start, which is the 

maximum number that can currently be accommodated. Enrollment at the nine Head Start facilities is 

always 100% with additional children wait-listed. Early Head Start classes for children two and under are 

not yet available in the county. Please see below for more information about Head Start in Douglas 

County. 

Douglas County has 6.7 pediatricians per 100,000 children under age 18 (2007 statistics), which is far 

fewer than the state average of 15.1 [8, 9].  

The percentage of two-year-olds who were fully-immunized in 2007 was 69.3%, a drop from 72.5% the 

previous year and well below the state rate of 77.4% [18]. Free immunizations are offered annually at a 

county-ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ά{Ƙƻǘǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻǘǎέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛȊŜŘ ƛƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

County Health Department in Roseburg and at its branch offices in Canyonville, Drain, and Reedsport. 

Pre-school Children with Disabilities  [19]  

The Douglas County Education Service District provides two programs for pre-school children who have 

disabilities.* The Early Intervention (EI) Program serves children two and under, and the Early Childhood 

Special Education Program (ECSE) serves three- to five-year-olds. Children generally qualify when an 

evaluation demonstrates that they are delayed to a certain degree in cognition, adaptation, 

social/emotional skills, physical skills, and communication skills. EI/ECSE offers family consultation, 

community consultation, therapy services, and classroom services.  

As of February 2009, 50 children were enrolled in EI with disabilities in the following categoriesϞ: 

Communication Disorder (7 children), Developmentally Delayed (39), Orthopedically Impaired (3), and 

Visually Impaired (1).   

ECSE had 166 children enrolled, with disabilities identified as follows: Autism (12 children), 

Communication Disorder (123), Developmentally Delayed (24), Hearing Impaired (3), Other Health 

Impaired (3), Orthopedically Impaired (9) and Visually Impaired (5). 

School Readiness 

A statistic of concern is that only 90% of kindergarten children in the county are considered to have 

άŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ мл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ill-prepared to function passably well at the outset of 

their school careers, compared to 7% of children in the state [20]. This indicates a serious need for 

additional early education and socialization support services in the county. 

                                                           
*
 ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9{5Ωǎ programs for pre-school children with disabilities was provided by 

Michael K. Mahoney, M.S., NCSP, EI/ECSE Coordinator, Douglas Education Service District.   
Ϟ
 Children may be diagnosed with more than one disability. 
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Head Start* 

¦/!bΩǎ Iead Start program has nine locations in Douglas County: three in Roseburg, three in the 

adjoining towns of Green and Winston, one in Sutherlin (12 miles north of Roseburg), one in Reedsport 

on the coast, and one in Canyonville (25 miles south of Roseburg). There are 38 Head Start slots for 

children in Green, 18 in Reedsport, 145 in Roseburg, 38 in Canyonville, 57 in Sutherlin, and 58 in 

Winston [21]. 

The number of Funded EnrollmentϞ slots available was 354 through the 2007-08 school year and from 

September, 2008 to March, 2009. Enrollment has been 100% throughout that time, and the wait list in 

2009 has averaged 111, twice the average of the same time period last year [22, 23]. 

Of the actual enrollmentϟ in Head Start during the 2007/2008 school year, 102 (26.08%) children were 

enrolled based on receipt of public assistance, 259 (66.24%) were enrolled based on income eligibility 

(below 100% of the federal poverty line), 8 (2.05%) were enrolled although the families were over-

income (above 100% of the federal poverty line) and ineligible for public assistance, and 22 were 

enrolled due to foster child status (5.63%) [24].        

In the 2009 Community Needs Survey [Addendum 1], responses indicated that parents were interested 

in enrolling their children who were below the age of three in Head Start. However, enrollment is 

currently limited to children aged three to five§. In order to serve younger children, Douglas County 

would need an Early Head Start Program. In 2007-08, of 391 children enrolled in Head Start (actual 

enrollment), 151 were three years old, and 240 were four years old [24].  

Head Start provides transportation for many children, last year transporting 287 children (73.4% of 

actual enrollment) [24]. Due to budget issues, Head Start initiated six self-transport classrooms for 

families living within one mile. Additionally, Head Start has a mandated one-hour route time limit, which 

means some children in outlying areas must self-transport either to the school or to designated pick-up 

points. Children with disabilities receive transportation through the public schools [25].  

The average percentage of children with disabilities enrolled in Head Start for the current school year is 

14.97%, the same rate as 2007-08 [22, 23].  

For 2007-08, the total number of children with health insurance at the time of enrollment was 341 out 

of 391 (87.21%), and 371 out of 391 (94.49%) had insurance at the end of the Enrollment Year. Of 391 

children, 296 (75.70%) had an ongoing source of continuous and accessible, routine, and preventive and 

acute dental care, and 385 out of 391 (98.47%) had this at the end of Enrollment Year [24].  

                                                           
*
 Most material in this section was collected and written by Lara Adair, UCAN Head Start AmeriCorps*VISTA. 
Ϟ
 Funded Enrollment is the maximum number of enrolled children a given Head Start program may have at any one 

time.http://ece.aed.org/publications/aian/aitan5steps/AIAN_5Steps_AppE.pdf 

ϟ
 Actual enrollment refers to the total number of children enrolled for any length of time, including those who 

dropped out or enrolled late. http://ece.aed.org/publications/aian/aitan5steps/AIAN_5Steps_AppE.pdf 

§
 Five-year-olds are eligible only if they are not yet in kindergarten; none were enrolled in 2007-08 nor in the first 

seven months of the 2008-09 school year [22, 23]. 

http://ece.aed.org/publications/aian/aitan5steps/AIAN_5Steps_AppE.pdf
http://ece.aed.org/publications/aian/aitan5steps/AIAN_5Steps_AppE.pdf


UCAN 2009 Community Needs Assessment ς Douglas County 

 

June 25, 2009  P a g e | 27 

Head Start offers monthly classes for parents in such areas as personal safety, nutrition, dental care, and 

child development.  

For more information about UCAN Head Start, please see UCAN Head Start Community Assessment, 

May 29, 2009 ƻƴ ¦/!bΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǿǿǿΦǳŎŀƴŎŀǇΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ¦/!b IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ όрпмύ сто-6306.  

School Children and Youth  

Population  

Douglas County has 19,596 residents between the ages ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ мфΣ муΦс҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

[1]. Douglas County children of all ages have a disproportionately high poverty rate. Even in 2007, 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǇƭǳƳƳŜǘŜŘΣ ноΦр ҈ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 

14.9% rate [2, 3].  

Subsidized School Lunch Eligibility  

As noted elsewhere, the percentage of children who are eligible for free or reduced-price school lunches 

had already started to climb at the beginning of the 2008-09 school year, up from 46.6% the previous 

year to 54%; in some school districts, as many as 80% of students are eligible [4, 5]. 

Recreation and Social Opportunities  

²ƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣέ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŀȅ 

this with some justification. As schools cope with budget cuts, extracurricular activities are often the first 

to go, and outside of Roseburg, there is little in the way of healthy, organized, or even casual activities 

for kids, particularly teens.  Additionally, many of the activities that are available have fees for 

participation which may be a hardship for families. 

Local organizations providing recreation and social opportunities for children and youth include the Boys 

and Girls Club in Roseburg which has 1175 school-aged members, with an average of 285 attending daily 

activities [6], and hǊŜƎƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ which provides 4H club activities. 

Common recreational activities are often out-of-bounds for low-income children, especially those who 

live outside of Roseburg. Roseburg is the only town with movie theaters, a museum, plays, art galleries, 

and similar attractions.   

Outdoor activities such as hiking, hunting, fishing, boating, four-wheeling, and swimming are widely 

available, though many children have little opportunity to explore such options safely, with adult 

supervision. And again, the expense of transportation and equipment may be prohibitive.   

Several towns host modest two or three-Řŀȅ άǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CŀƛǊ ƛǎ 

well-attended, although, again, ticket prices may be prohibitive. Most sporting events take place in 

Roseburg, as does a popular summer event, the weekly Music in the Park concerts, which are free. 

aȅǊǘƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ Ƙƻǎǘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ άaǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǘŀǎǘŜǎΦ  



UCAN 2009 Community Needs Assessment ς Douglas County 

 

June 25, 2009  P a g e | 28 

Lƴ ¦/!bΩǎ нллф ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ [Addendum 2], 67% of respondents said there is a 

ƘƛƎƘκŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴty.  As noted elsewhere in this report, Douglas 

CountyΩǎ 8th and 11th grade children are far more likely than average Oregonian kids to use tobacco, 

alcohol, and drugs [7]. Many factors may be involved, including dysfunctional home life, but a common 

element in substance abuse is boredom and lack of positive stimulating activities. These children are 

vulnerable on many levels, and they could benefit from having better access to healthy activities and 

positive social influences.   

School Nurse Shortage 

One area in which Douglas County children are particularly lacking is the availability of school nurses. 

The federal government recommends having one school nurse per 750 children. The approximately 

15,000 Douglas County school children* are served by two nursesτone at Roseburg High School and 

another who works part-time to serve the rest of the county through coordinating methods of meeting a 

wide variety of health needs by enlisting the help of teachers, classroom assistants, and others [8].  

The lack of schooƭ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ aŜǊŎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ YƛŘǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 

Program. While HKOP nurses visit schools regularly to provide education and referrals rather than actual 

nursing care, the nurse practitioner staffing the HKOP mobile unit does provide hands-on care [9]. 

                                                           
*
 Not including Reedsport numbers 
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CONCLUSION 
As this report was being completed in June 2009, it was obvious that the country, Oregon, and Douglas 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ άŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦέ .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōǊƻŀŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ 

doesƴΩǘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƻŦ Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

areas.  

Significant numbers of Douglas County residents struggle to live with substantially unmet needs in the 

basic aspects of life addressed in this reportτhealth care and health issues, employment and income, 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ aŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  

Living with these unmet needs not only affects the individuals and families who are in need; the entire 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

services to prevent problemsτƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

wherewithal to live at a decent level of life and to be productive and positively-contributing members of 

society.   

While needs and concerns may be examined and considered individually, in real life they are nearly 

always interwoven, and the effects of short-term insufficiencies often lead to serious long-term multi-

faceted problems with profound and broad impacts. A lack in one area is rarely experienced singly, at 

least not for long.  

A ten-year-old child living in poverty may be poorly nourished. This is likely to create health problems 

that, without adequate health care, can lead to chronic health problems that will affect the child for life. 

This poorly nourished child is likely to do poorly in school, lowering his/her chances of obtaining 

secondary education, which then reduces the possibility of obtaining living-wage employment. Ten years 

later, the child who was poorly-nourished at 10 is at serious risk of being an unhealthy, poorly-educated 

20-year-old with few options for living-wage employment (due to poor health and lack of education). 

This young adult may have little realistic hope for a better future, but nevertheless he or she is very 

likely to soon be (if not already) a parent of young children born into an unfortunate self-regenerating 

cycle of need.  

One does not have to be part of a generational cycle of need to be critically impacted by a lack in even 

one area of need. Many hardworking middle-class people live paycheck to paycheck, feeling somewhat 

ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƛƴ άƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōȅέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ a roof overhead, 

transportation as needed, and health care of some kind, but with little in reserve in case of problems. 

Their basic needs are there, lined up like dominoesτa job, a home, a vehicle, health insurance, 

childcare, etc. 

An unexpected disruption of just one basic need can quickly topple the rest of the dominoes. Consider 

the following situation: 

 A single mom with two school-aged kids lives in a modest mobile home in Myrtle Creek, keeping 

up with rent and expenses by working a full-time just-above-minimum wage job in Roseburg. 
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IŜǊ Ƨƻō ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ hItΣ ŀƴŘ 

food stamps supplement her low wages. The kids are unsupervised for a couple of hours after 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōƻȄŜŘ άƳŀŎ Ψƴ ŎƘŜŜǎŜέ ƻǊ ǎƻǳǇ ƴƻƻŘƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ aƻƳ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ƻǊ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘέ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

met. Then her 20-year-ƻƭŘ /ŀƳǊȅΩǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōƭƻǿǎ ƻƴ L рΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŜƳǇǘƛŜǎ ƘŜǊ ōŀƴƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ 

spending next montƘΩǎ ǊŜƴǘΣ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƘƻƳŜ όƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘŜŘ and billed 

for towing and impounding costs). Lacking transportation, she loses her job. Her phone service is 

cut, making her job search nearly impossible. The cable TV service is cut, leading to the kids 

being unhappy and acting out, making home life increasingly stressful for all. Soon the landlord 

begins the eviction process. The dominoes fall. 

The current crisis in Douglas County has both short-term and long-term components which need to be 

recognized and addressed. Focusing resources and attention exclusively on one or the other may be of 

some real value for some people today or for some people sometime in the future. But if the true goal is 

to alleviate and prevent human suffering and its effects on individuals, families, and the entire 

community, both short-term and long-term measures must be appreciated and supported.  
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http://www.factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_event=Search&geo_id=&_geoContext=&_street=&_county=&_cityTown=&_state=04000US41&_zip=&_lang=en&_sse=on&pctxt=fph&pgsl=010%20
http://www.factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_event=Search&geo_id=&_geoContext=&_street=&_county=&_cityTown=&_state=04000US41&_zip=&_lang=en&_sse=on&pctxt=fph&pgsl=010%20
http://www.factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_event=Search&geo_id=&_geoContext=&_street=&_county=&_cityTown=&_state=04000US41&_zip=&_lang=en&_sse=on&pctxt=fph&pgsl=010%20
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[3]  άhǳǘ ƻŦ wŜŀŎƘ нллфΦέ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƻǿ LƴŎƻƳŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛne at 

http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2009. The pages specific to Oregon and Douglas County which are 

cited in this Community Needs Assessment were accessed at  

http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2009/pdf/OR.pdf on June 16, 2009. 

[4] Information obtained from Umpqua Community Development Corporation (UCDC) from its website, 

http://www.umpquacdc.org, and from communications by email between Shannon Gammie, 

Director of Property Management and Cathryn Feral on June 2 and 3, 2009. 

[5] !ǇǊƛƭŜΣ ¢ƻƴȅŀ όtǳōƭƛŎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘκ9ƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅύΦ άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ I!5/hΦέ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

person, by phone, and by email with Cathryn Feral between April 1 and April 29, 2009. Housing 

Authority of Douglas County (HADCO).  

[6] άCƻǊŜŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ мл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΥ Ŧoreclosure activity up 18 Percent from 

January 2008; 37th consecutive month with year-over-year increaseΣέ ōȅ RealtyTrac staff, press 

release published online, Feb.12, 2009, Irvine, Calif. Available at 

http://www.realtytrac.com/ContentManagement/pressrelease.aspx?ChannelID=9&ItemID=582

2&accnt=64847. Retrieved June 17, 2009.  

[7] άhƴŜ bƛƎƘǘ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ /ƻǳƴǘΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллфΣ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wŜǇƻǊǘΦέ hǊŜƎƻƴ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ϧ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

Services. Retrieved June 23, 2009,  

http://www.oregon.gov/OHCS/CRD/CSS/docs/onsc_reports/2009/county/09_douglas.pdf . 

[8] άhƴŜ bƛƎƘǘ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ /ƻǳƴǘΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 2008Σ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ wŜǇƻǊǘΦέ hǊŜƎƻƴ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ϧ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

Services. Retrieved June 23, 2009,   

http://www.oregon.gov/OHCS/CRD/CSS/docs/onsc_reports/2008/county/08_douglas.pdf .  

[9] άwǳǊŀƭ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΣέ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 9ƴŘ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΣ Fact Checker, March 2007. Available 

online at http://www.endhomelessness.org/content/article/detail/1613. Retrieved June 17, 

2009.  

[10] Marez, Juliana (American Indian Education Title VII, McKinney-Vento Education Program, Roseburg 

Public Schools).  άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜΥ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǘƘǊȅƴ CŜǊŀƭΣ 

March 18, 2009. 

Health and Health Care Services (pp. 16 -19) 
[1] ά{ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ wŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ȅǇŜ ! ŀƴŘ . IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΣέ hǊŜƎƻƴ 5ŜǇǘΦ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǊŜƎƻƴ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ .ƻŀǊŘ WǳƴŜ нллуΦ wŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ WǳƴŜ 

17, 2009, http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/aboutdhs/legactivity/eboard/0608/letter06.pdf .  

[2] ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ нллуκнллфΦέ {ǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ƻƳ 9ƴƎƭŜΣ hǊŜƎƻƴ 5ŜǇǘΦ 

of Human Services on May 1, 2008 by Peggy Kennerly, Public Health Division Administrator, 

Douglas County Health and Social Services. Available online at  

http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/lhd/ap/douglas-ap-08-09.pdf. Retrieved June 17, 2009. 

http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2009
http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2009/pdf/OR.pdf
http://www.umpquacdc.org/
http://www.realtytrac.com/ContentManagement/pressrelease.aspx?ChannelID=9&ItemID=5822&accnt=64847
http://www.realtytrac.com/ContentManagement/pressrelease.aspx?ChannelID=9&ItemID=5822&accnt=64847
http://www.oregon.gov/OHCS/CRD/CSS/docs/onsc_reports/2009/county/09_douglas.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OHCS/CRD/CSS/docs/onsc_reports/2008/county/08_douglas.pdf
http://www.endhomelessness.org/content/article/detail/1613
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/aboutdhs/legactivity/eboard/0608/letter06.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/lhd/ap/douglas-ap-08-09.pdf
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[3] άhǊŜƎƻƴƛŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣέ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ¦{!Σ aŀǊŎƘ нллфΦ hƴƭƛƴŜ άǎǘŀǘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜŜǘέ ƛǎ 

available at http://www.familiesusa.org/assets/pdfs/americans-at-risk/oregon.pdf, retrieved 

June 17, 2009.  

[4] Frank, Pam (MŜǊŎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ IYht tǊƻƎǊŀƳ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊύ άaŜǊŎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ YƛŘǎ 

hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ нллфΦέ {Ŝƴǘ ǘƻ /ŀǘƘǊȅƴ CŜǊŀƭ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭ aŀǊŎƘ нсΣ нллфΦ 

[5] άhǊŜƎƻƴ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ of 

November 2008 and November 2007, Data provided by State of Oregon, Division of Medical 

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦέ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ŀǘƘǊȅƴ CŜǊŀƭ !ǇǊƛƭ фΣ нллф ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ 5ƛŀƴŜ WΦ 

Pietrzak, Community Development Coordinator, Dept. of Human Services,  Children, Adults and 

Families, District 6. 

[6] Wright, Sandra, (Administrative Assistant to Joel Daven, M.D., Chief Medical Officer, DCIPA). 

ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƎŜŘ мф ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ hIt ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό5/Lt!ύΦέ tƘƻƴŜ Ŏƻnversation with Cathryn Feral, April 9, 2009. 

[7] tǊƻŜƘƭΣ wƛǎŀ {Φ άнллу hǊŜƎƻƴ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘΦέ aŀǊŎƘ нллфΦ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

of Urban and Public Affairs, Portland State University. Retrieved June 17, 2009, 

http://www.pdx.edu/sites/www.pdx.edu.prc/files/media_assets/PopRpt08.pdf . 

[8] {ŎƘƛŦŦŜǊΣ aŀǊƪ ό5I{ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ wƻǎŜōǳǊƎύΦ άhIt ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦέ 

Phone conversation with Cathryn Feral, April 9, 2009.  

[9] άhǊŜƎƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΥ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦέ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ hǊŜƎƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ 

Research. Online information available at 

http://www.oregonhealthinfo.com/oregon_health_by_region_display_data.php?OHPRGeo=dou

glas. Retrieved June 17, 2009. 

[10] άhǊŜƎƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΥ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΦέ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ hǊŜƎƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ 

Research. Online information available at 

http://www.oregonhealthinfo.com/oregon_health_by_region_display_data.php?OHPRGeo=Ore

gon. Retrieved June 17, 2009. 

[11] άCƛƴŘ ŀ DŜǊƛŀǘǊƛŎ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΧόhwύΦέ Health Grades, website, available at 

http://www.healthgrades.com/local-doctors-directory/by-specialty/geriatric-medicine/oregon-

or/roseburg-geriatric-medicine-doctors. Retrieved June 17, 2009.  

[12] ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¢ƻōŀŎŎƻ CŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘ нллфΦέ ¢ƻōŀŎŎƻ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ϧ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ hǊŜƎƻƴ 

Dept. of Human Services, Oregon Public Health Division. Available online at 

http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/tobacco/docs/countyfacts/dugfac.pdf. Retrieved June 17, 

2009. 

http://www.familiesusa.org/assets/pdfs/americans-at-risk/oregon.pdf
http://www.pdx.edu/sites/www.pdx.edu.prc/files/media_assets/PopRpt08.pdf
http://www.oregonhealthinfo.com/oregon_health_by_region_display_data.php?OHPRGeo=douglas
http://www.oregonhealthinfo.com/oregon_health_by_region_display_data.php?OHPRGeo=douglas
http://www.oregonhealthinfo.com/oregon_health_by_region_display_data.php?OHPRGeo=Oregon
http://www.oregonhealthinfo.com/oregon_health_by_region_display_data.php?OHPRGeo=Oregon
http://www.healthgrades.com/local-doctors-directory/by-specialty/geriatric-medicine/oregon-or/roseburg-geriatric-medicine-doctors
http://www.healthgrades.com/local-doctors-directory/by-specialty/geriatric-medicine/oregon-or/roseburg-geriatric-medicine-doctors
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/tobacco/docs/countyfacts/dugfac.pdf
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[13] Nickel, Kathleen (Mercy Medical Center Communicationǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊύ ά9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊƻƻƳ ǳǎŜΣ ōǳŘƎŜǘ 

ŎǳǘǎΣ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦέ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ōȅ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ 

Cathryn Feral, March 25-31, 2009.  

[14] Frank, Pam (Mercy Foundation Healthy Kids Outreach Program /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊύ άNeeds Assessment 

{ǳǊǾŜȅ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅΣ 5ŀȅǎ /ǊŜŜƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ ŀƴŘ άNeeds Assessment Survey Summary, Riddle 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦέ .ƻǘƘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭ aŀǊŎƘ нрΣ нллфΦ 

[15] IŀǊǎƘƳŀƴΣ aŀǊƛǎǎŀΦ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǎǘƛƳǳƭǳǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦέ The News-Review, April 2, 

2009. Available online at 

http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20090402/NEWS/904029997&parentprofile. 

[16] IŀǊǎƘƳŀƴΣ aŀǊƛǎǎŀΦ άYƛŘǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜΦέ The News-Review, January 23, 2009. Available 

online at http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20090123/NEWS/901239933/-1/rss03. 

[17] IŀǊǎƘƳŀƴΣ aŀǊƛǎǎŀΦ ά{ǳǘƘŜǊƭƛƴ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ Ŧƛƭƭǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƎŀǇΦέ The News-Review, May 18, 2009. Available 

online at http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20090518/NEWS/905189995&parentprofile=search. 

Mental Health  (pp. 20 -22) 
[2] Harshman, MarissaΦ άTelecare prepares for grand openingΦέ The News-Review, September 19, 2008. 

Available online at 

http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20080919/NEWS/809199965&parentprofile=search.   

[3] IŀǊǎƘƳŀƴΣ aŀǊƛǎǎŀΦ άRiverside students transition to public schoolΦέ The News-Review, March 26, 

2009. Available online at  

http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20090326/NEWS/903269982&parentprofile=search.  

[4] IŀǊǎƘƳŀƴΣ aŀǊƛǎǎŀΦ άRiverside closes doors to day treatment centerΦέ The News-Review, December 

23, 2008. Available online at 

http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20081223/NEWS/812239989&parentprofile=search.  

[6] ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅέόǇǇΦфмς98). 2008 Report on Poverty, Oregon Housing and Community Services. 

Released 2009. These pages may be accessed online at 

http://oregon.gov/OHCS/ISD/RA/docs/county_reports/08_Douglas.pdf.  The entire report for 

the state and all counties may be downloaded from 

http://www.ohcs.oregon.gov/OHCS/ISD/RA/docs/08_PovertyReport.pdf. Retrieved June 17, 

2009.  

[7] Duncan, /ƘŜƭǎŜŀΦ ά[ƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŀƴϥǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ aŜȄƛŎƻΣέ The News-Review. May 24, 2009. 

Available online at 

http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20090522/NEWS/905229957&parentprofile=search. Retrieved 

June 17, 2009.  

 

http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20090402/NEWS/904029997&parentprofile
http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20090123/NEWS/901239933/-1/rss03
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$ÏÕÇÌÁÓ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ Families (pp. 24 -25) 
[1] άнллу {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŀǘŀ .ƻƻƪΦέ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ CƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ hǊŜƎƻƴΦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ 

page 31. Available online at       

http://cffo.convio.net/site/DocServer/Complete_2008_Data_Book.pdf?docID=1181&AddInteres

t=1541. Retrieved June 17, 2009. 

[2] ¢ǊŀƳƳŜƭƭΣ 5Ŝō όhǊŜƎƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴύΦ ά/ƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣέ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

email communication with Lara Adair, February 24, 2009. 

[3] ά9ȄŜƳǇǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣέ CŀƳƛƭȅ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ [ŀƴŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ tƘƻƴŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ 

with Lara Adair, February 24, 2009.  

[4] United States Census Bureau, State & County QuickFacts, Douglas County, Oregon. Retrieved June 

17, 2009,   http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/41/41019.html .  

[5] tǊƻŜƘƭΣ wƛǎŀ {Φ άнллу hǊŜƎƻƴ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘΦέ aŀǊŎƘ нллфΦ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

of Urban and Public Affairs, Portland State University. Retrieved June 17, 2009, 

http://www.pdx.edu/sites/www.pdx.edu.prc/files/media_assets/PopRpt08.pdf . 

[6] ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅέόǇǇΦфмς98). 2008 Report on Poverty, Oregon Housing and Community Services. 
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ADDENDUM 1: 2009 COMMUNITY NEEDS GENERAL PUBLIC SURVEY ɂ 
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