Family Home-to-Class Activities on Culture and Diversity
Have the parents use cardboard shoe boxes or something similar to make their own home or a place their family goes to in town.  Have families send these in and use them in the block area.  

Family portraits to send in and share with other:  Posted on the walls for a while.

Show-n tell-tins:  we send them out once our twice a week.  The children share who bought or gave them the item; or where the item was purchased and how they like it.  Sometimes share why they sent that item in and ask who what, where, questions about the items.
 

Recipe Sharing:  When we did dinosaurs a grandma sent in a main dish recipe
 

Asking parents to come in and share a job/skill:  one mom is a hair stylist and is going to come in and comb/style the children's hair, one mom is going to donate sheets for an end of year activity that were donated from her work 
 

Having parents create a poster with family photos or creating a drawing/ painting  at home together to share in the classroom.
 

Talent/hobby:   a mom who paints to come in and let the children watch her paint; RC cars demo

Ask parents for fieldtrip information, classroom ideas, etc. 

Sharing pets:  a child brought in his newborn baby chicks and family shared how they hatched them; we discovered a new song from Laurie Bernker as a result of this 
Classroom Activities & Themes on Culture and Diversity
Play camping in housekeeping or other areas.  Discuss what they do when they camp with their families.  (Amanda DeHaven)

Four wheel drive or car painting.  Run the cars through dirt or mud colored paint and run across paper.  Discuss how they do this with their families.

Sports book:  Sport they like, what they need, who plays etc.  (Michelle Trunkey)

Graphing families: who has who in their family, sisters, brothers, mom dad etc. 
Family Pets

Life on the Farm

Family Homes – What does your house look like?
All about me books, this is my family painting and collage, we made cards I love my family because and made envelopes for the cards.
Have families bring in cultural cooking items that they use such as wok or tortilla maker etc. as well as cultural ingredient containers such as noodles or rice or tortilla’s etc. Put these all in housekeeping. You could have it be a short theme or have parents rotate so that something cultural is in there all the time. Remember this needs to be related to your children’s or staff’s culture. 
