UCAN HEAD START

511 W. Umpqua St. Roseburg, OR 97471

(541) 673-6306 or Toll Free 1-800-320-6306

 www.ucancap.org

Dear Parent:

( ALERT (
A student in your child's classroom has been diagnosed with  PINWORMS, a disease that is contagious.  Please read the information below and watch your child for any signs or symptoms of this illness.  Thank you for helping to decrease the spread of illness in our classrooms. 

Please notify your center if your child is home ill.
Pinworms 

Signs and Symptoms of Illness
· Anal itching, sleeplessness, irritability and anal irritation due to scratching.
How Disease is Spread
· Pinworms are spread when an uninfected person touches the anal area of an infected person (e.g., during diaper changing) or sheets or other articles contaminated with pinworm eggs, then touches the mouth, transferring the eggs and swallows the eggs.
When Illness Occurs After Being Exposed
· 4 to 6 weeks
How Long Can Disease Be Spread
· As long as pinworm eggs are present.  Eggs can survive up to 2 weeks away from human host.
Prevention
· Discourage children from scratching anal area.

· Handwashing after diapering and toileting.
· Cut fingernails short and discourage nail biting.

Exclusion From School

· Exclude until 24 hours after child has received first treatment.  The entire family may have to e treated to prevent reinfection.
REMEMBER:   Please don't bring your children to school with a fever.

                      SERVING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN DOUGLAS COUNTY
Rev. Nov-09
EDUCATION · HEALTH SERVICES · SPECIAL SERVICES · FAMILY SERVICES

