         UCAN HEAD START
511 W. Umpqua St. Roseburg, OR 97471
                         (541) 673-6306 · FAX (541) 673-3236
Dear Parent:



 ALERT


A student in your child's classroom has been diagnosed with SCABIES, a infestation that is

contagious.  Please read the information below and watch your child for any signs or symptoms of

this illness.  Thank you for helping to decrease the spread of illness in our classrooms.  

Please notify your center if your child develops symptoms.
Scabies
Signs and Symptoms of Illness
•

Pimple-like irritations, burrows or rash of the skin, especially the webbing between the fingers;

the skin folds on the wrist, elbow, or knee; the waistband and/or the abdomen.  

•

Intense itching, especially at night and over most of the body.  It is very rarely on the face.

•

Sores on the body caused by scratching. These sores can sometimes become infected with

bacteria.  

How Disease is Spread
By skin-to-skin contact with a person already infested with scabies. Contact must be prolonged (a

quick handshake or hug will usually not spread infestation). Infestation is easily spread to sexual

partners and household members. Infestation may also occur by sharing clothing, towels, pillows and

bedding.

When Illness Occurs After Being Exposed
For a person who has never been infested with scabies, symptoms usually take 4-6 weeks to begin.

For a person who has had scabies, symptoms may appear within several days. You do not become

immune to an infestation.

How Long Can Disease Be Spread
Once away from the human body, mites do not survive more than 48-72 hours. When living on a

person, an adult female mite can live up to a month.

Treatment
Several prescription lotions are available to treat scabies.  Your physician will need to make a

diagnosis of Scabies before treatment can begin.

Exclusion From School
If your child is diagnosed with Scabies, the school nurse will coordinate with your physician to

determine when your child can return.  (Usually one day following treatment).  
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