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ALERT

Dear Parent:
A student in your child’s classroom has been diagnosed with MRSA, a disease that is contagious.  Please read the information below and watch your child for any signs or symptoms of this illness.  Thank you for helping to decrease the spread of the illness in our classrooms. 

PLEASE NOTIFY YOUR CENTER IF YOUR CHILD IS HOME ILL.

MRSA (methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus)

Signs and Symptoms of Illness:
Most staph skin infections, including MRSA, appear as a bump or infected area on the skin that may be: 
· Red
· Swollen
· Painful 
· Warm to the touch 
· Full of pus or other drainage 
· Accompanied by a fever 

How Disease is Spread:
· MRSA skin infections can occur anywhere.
· Some settings have factors that make it easier for MRSA to be transmitted.
· These factors, referred to as the 5 C's, are as follows: Crowding, frequent skin-to-skin Contact, 
Compromised skin (i.e., cuts or abrasions), Contaminated items and surfaces, and lack of Cleanliness.
· MRSA is usually transmitted by direct skin-to-skin contact or contact with shared items or surfaces that have come into contact with someone else's infection (e.g., towels, used bandages).

Prevention:
· Know the signs of MRSA skin infections and get treated early 
·  Keep cuts and scrapes clean and covered 
·  Encourage good hygiene such as cleaning hands regularly
·  Discourage sharing of personal items such as towels and razors

Exclusion  From School:
· Unless directed by a physician, students with MRSA infections should not be excluded from attending school.
· Exclusion from school and sports activities should be reserved for those with wound drainage ("pus") that cannot be covered and contained with a clean, dry bandage and for those who cannot maintain good personal hygiene.
