UCAN HEAD START

511 W. Umpqua St. Roseburg, OR 97471

 (541) 673-6306 or Toll Free 1-800-320-6306

 www.ucancap.org


Dear Parent:

( ALERT (
A student in your child's classroom has been diagnosed with molluscum contagiousum, a disease that is contagious. Please read the information below and watch your child for any signs or symptoms of this illness. Thank you for helping decrease the spread of illness in our classrooms.
Molluscum Contagiosum   (a viral skin infection that is common in children)
Signs and Symptoms of Illness:
· Small, initially firm, flesh-colored lesion 
· Most often found on the trunk, face, arms

· Later lesions become softer, gray and may drain

· Central core or plug of white, or waxy material

· Painless
Can my child go to day care or school if she or he has molluscum?

There should be no reason to keep a child with molluscum infection home from day care or school.

I have molluscum, how can I avoid spreading it to others?
It is important to keep the area with growths clean and covered with clothing or a bandage so that others do not touch the bumps and become infected with mulluscum. However, when there is no risk of others coming into contact with your skin, such as at night when you sleep, uncover the bumps to help keep your skin healthy.

How is molluscum treated?

You should discuss all treatment options with a health care provider. Usually no treatment is needed because the bumps disappear by them selves within 6-12 months, although this may take up to 4 years.
How long does the molluscum contagiosum virus stay in my body?
The virus lives only in the skin and once the growths are gone, the virus is gone and you cannot spread the virus to others. It is important to note that molluscum is not like herpes virus which can remain dormant (sleeping) in your body for long periods of time and then reappear. 
Prevention:

To prevent the spread of molluscum to other areas of your body or to other people, it is important to keep every blister or bump covered wither with clothing or with a watertight bandage. However to promote healthy skin, do remove the bandage at night and when there is not risk of others coming into contact with your skin.
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