UCAN HEAD START

511 W. Umpqua St. Roseburg, OR 97471

(541) 673-6306 or Toll Free 1-800-320-6306

 www.ucancap.org

Dear Parent:


( ALERT (
A student in your child's classroom has been diagnosed with Ringworm, a skin and scalp disease that is contagious.  Please read the information below and watch your child for any signs or symptoms of this illness.  Thank you for helping to decrease the spread of illness in our classrooms. 

Please notify your center if your child is home ill. 
Ringworm  (A skin and scalp disease caused by several different kinds of fungi)
Signs and Symptoms of Illness
· Itchy, red, raised scaly patches that may blister and ooze. The patches often have sharply-defined edges. They are often redder around the outside with normal skin tone in the center. This may create the appearance of a ring. 
· When your scalp is infected you will have bald patches.

· If nails are infected, they become discolored, thick and even crumble. 
How Disease is Spread
· From direct skin-to-skin contact, or by contact with contaminated items such as combs, unwashed clothing and shower surfaces. You can also catch ringworm from pets that carry the fungus. Cats are common carriers.
When Illness Occurs After Being Exposed
· 2 to 3 weeks after exposure
Prevention
· Keep your skin and feet clean and dry.
· Shampoo regularly, especially after haircuts
· Do not share clothing, towels, hairbrushes, combs, headgear, or other personal care items.
Exclusion From School

· 24 hours after anti-fungal medicine is applied and no new lesions are apparent. 
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