Welcome to 


UCAN HEAD START

The Head start staff is glad to have you in the program this year. If this is the first time you have been involved with UCAN Head Start, you will find this year to be a special experience for both you and your child. We consider ourselves to be a family focused program. If you have been with us before, welcome back!
Preparing your child for a positive educational career and successful life includes good heal, social skills self-confidence, curiosity an eagerness to learn. This is accomplished with lots of support at home and at school. It takes teamwork; we help you and you help us. We’ll help you learn about our community resources, and give you ideas on ways to help your child at home and school. You can help us by sharing information about your child’s interests, your goals and concerns, having your child ready for the bus time, keeping appointments, doing the follow-through activities between home visits, and volunteering you time and skills. 
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VOLUNTEERING

Besides the great feeling of self-worth from being a part of the Head Start program, there are many reasons to volunteer – not the least of them is the fact that every hour spent in volunteerism (this is called “in-kind”) shows the government that our program has support and that the community is doing their part. 

WHY VOLUNTEER? So that you can be sure of exactly what your child is learning, how and from whom, So that you can share your ideas with the Teachers/Home Visitors in planning activities. Here is what some previous parents had to say:

· “I just found a lot of love through Head Start.”

· “Volunteering in the classroom has made me feel that I can do something that matters and has pried me out of the house (I needed that).”

· “It has given me a chance to participate in my child’s learning.”
· “I am more prepared to see my child through his school years. I feel more comfortable talking to teachers and taking an active part in my son’s education.”

· “I’ve found new friends, I got to get involved.”

· “It’s more like a family of learning, caring, and sharing than just school.”

· “All I can say is parents don’t know what they are missing by not being involved in their child’s activities.”

IMPORTANT INFORMATION WE WANT YOU TO KNOW

IN THE CLASSROOM – Anything from just watching to actually helping teach the class. You can sit among the children on the rug (this helps them pay better attention), lead an activity, prepare classroom materials, play a game, play ball or help in the kitchen. Talk to the Teachers/Home Visitors – there may be more for you to do. 
FUNDRAISING – The time will come when your center begins to decide how to make extra money for some special event for the children. This is a TEAM effort – no ONE person can do it alone. Fundraising is a fun way to work with other parents and a good way to share Head Start with the community. 

POLICY COUNCIL – Each center/home base cluster sends representatives to attend the monthly advisory board meeting. This group of present (and some former) Head Start parents provides input on program services, activities, planning and budgeting, and participates in the interviewing and hiring of Head Start staff. These meetings are open to all Head Start Parents. 

PARENT MEETINGS – Parents/guardians of children in the classroom or home bas get together each month to plan special projects for their group, have social events, and to hear guest speakers. 

