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POLICY

Pets contribute many educational benefits in the classroom.  In helping to care for animals, children learn responsibility.  Observation of animals develops appreciation for nature, the environment, and science.  Head Start staff ensures that approved animals visit the Head Start classroom, and appropriate safety and sanitation procedures are followed.  Parents will be informed prior to animals visiting the classroom.

PROCEDURE
· In accordance with the best practice guidelines of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) the following animals are allowed in the classroom:  Fish, guinea pigs, gerbils, domestic rabbits, hamsters, hermit crabs, or mice.  

· Because turtles, snakes, frogs, and other reptiles can carry the salmonella bacteria in their feces, they are not allowed in the classroom unless brought in for a short one time visit. 
· Small animals will be housed in an appropriately sized cage with a removable bottom.  While wearing nonporous gloves, the cage will be cleaned daily.  Children may not be present when an animal cage is cleaned nor may a pregnant woman clean the cage.  Droppings from the cage will be disposed of in a sealed plastic bag.

· Animals may be handled by children only under close adult supervision.  Classroom staff will instruct children in gentle handling of animals so as not to startle an animal or provoke it to bite.

· Staff and children’s hands must be washed prior to handling an animal and after handling an animal.  

· Animal cages may not be located in areas where food or food-related supplies are prepared, consumed, or stored.

· Dogs and cats from children’s homes can briefly visit the classroom if they have no history of biting/scratching and have an updated rabies vaccination.  Children’s fears of animals will be respected by giving every child a choice to approach the dog or cat.

· Other animals with no history of biting may briefly visit the classroom with supervisory approval in advance.

· A note must go home to families stating when and what type of animal is visiting the classroom. 

This policy complies with Head Start Performance Standard 1304.22(e)(1), 1304.21(c)(1), 1304.21(a)(4)(i)

