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POLICY

Head Start Classrooms provides all children with a safe, nurturing, engaging, enjoyable, and secure learning environment in order to help them gain the awareness, skills, and confidence necessary to succeed in their present environment and deal with later responsibilities in school and in life.  Each child is treated as an individual in an inclusive community that values, respects, and responds to diversity.  Children will be provided with experiences that support the continuum of children’s growth and development in each of the domain areas of the Head Start Outcomes Framework:  Language Development, Literacy Knowledge and Skills, Mathematics Knowledge and Skills, Science Knowledge and Skills, Creative Arts Expression, Social Studies Knowledge and Skills, Approaches to Learning, Physical Development and Health, Social and Emotional Development, Logic and Reasoning, and English Language Development for ELL students. 
PROCEDURE
1. Get to know the backgrounds and interests of families and children represented in the classroom.  Reflect this in photos, pictures, and materials chosen for display and activities.

2.  The environment should reflect non-stereotypical people in various community helper roles and be culturally diverse.

3. Adapt and modify space for special needs (wheelchairs, picture schedules).  Refer to the Developmental Specialist for support in the classroom, materials and equipment to accommodate special needs.

4. Provide individual spaces for children to hang their clothing and/or store their personal belongings.  Label the spaces with the child’s name and/or picture.

5. When children with English as a second language are enrolled in the classroom, every effort will be made to have all signs in their language as well as literature and music representative of that language.

6. Arrange developmentally-appropriate materials and equipment on low, open shelves to promote accessibility and independent use by children.  Shelves and containers will be labeled with pictures and words (due to rotation of materials, manipulative shelves and containers may have symbols in place of pictures and words) to facilitate children putting materials in their proper places without adult help.  

7. Ensure sufficient quantity and durability of materials and equipment.  Rotate and adapt materials to individualize for all ages and abilities represented in the classroom. All equipment and materials in the classroom must be in good condition.

8. The classroom will be arranged with a variety of interest areas, to include:  Dramatic Play, Library, Table Toys, Computers, Art, Writing, Science/Discovery, Blocks, Construction, Quiet Area, and Circle Area (music/movement, group games and stories).

· Areas will be clearly defined by using room dividers and furniture.

· Space will allow children to work individually, in small and large groups.

· Areas are arranged to provide clear pathways for children to move from one area to another without distractions.

· Change interest areas to maintain children’s interests.  Materials should be changed to reflect developmental progress and skills children are ready to learn.

· Use signs and pictures in each interest area of the classroom.  Have materials available in English and Spanish (other languages when applicable) to help volunteers know what children can learn in each area and how to facilitate activities in each area.

9. Staff will create an environment that encourages the development of self-concept, self-control, cooperation, social relationships, and knowledge about each of the families and the community.

· Children are encouraged to be involved in setting class rules within the guidelines of Be Safe, Be responsible and Be respectful for room maintenance, safety, social interaction, and taking responsibility for their own actions as appropriate to their individual development level.

· A daily schedule is posted in words (both English and Spanish and other languages when applicable) and pictures to help children know what to expect during the classroom time.  

· Opportunities to teach problem-solving skills and cooperation.

· Children will be involved in helping in the classroom throughout the day.

10. A calm atmosphere in the classroom is created by the color scheme and balancing hard materials with soft items such as pillows, rugs and fabric. 

11. Parents have access to program information in the classroom which are placed in the Parent Meeting Notebook and posted on a designated parent bulletin board.  Examples are parent meeting minutes, current job openings, policy council meeting minutes, and other available classroom and program information.   
12. All Classrooms must have a minimum of 35 square feet of usable space per child. Outdoor play area must have a minimum of 75 square feet of usable space per child. 
13. All environments that children are in will be free of lead paint, pollutants, toxic substances and pesticides. 

This policy complies with Head Start Performance Standard 1304.21(a), pages 58-82.§ 1304.21 Education and early childhood development.

