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POLICY

UCAN Head Start supports each child’s family culture and first language by encouraging parents to share their home experiences and values in the classroom, parent meetings, family partnership meetings, field trips, and other Head Start activities.  By supporting children’s home culture and continued use of their first language, we help them gain self-confidence and positive attitudes towards school.

PROCEDURE
The four-stage developmental sequence of second-language acquisition is explained to parents of English language learners (ELLs) in order to encourage the young child’s continued usage of his/her first language. 

Stage 1:  Use home language in second language setting

Stage 2:  Non Verbal period

Stage 3:  Telegraphic and formulate communication-experimenting.

Stage 4:  Productive language use-children begin to use English creatively and productively.

 Listed below are techniques that our education staff uses to assist children in their acquisition of a second language.

· Show a genuine interest in ELLs. 
· Be observant!  Notice what ELLs are interested in, what they might want to talk about, and what they know.

· Select a conversation topic that is meaningful to children.  Their choice of a toy or a play area signals their interest.

· Learn how to read the meaning of gestures and facial expressions.  Is the child asking for a word?  Does she/he want to play with a particular child?

· Use actual names of people and objects rather than pronouns.

· Accept minimal responses such as a nod of the head or a smile.

· Continue to interact even through the children do not offer a verbal response.

· Provides a language-rich environment complete with books, music, and labels in the ELL’s first language

· Provide verbal and nonverbal cues such as pointing, gesturing, highlighting words and phrases, and picture cues.

· Repeat, paraphrase, expand, and extend what the child has said to a slightly higher level of language use.

· Demonstrate, model, and encourage the desired response.

· Verbally respond to a child’s attempt at communication.

· Talk about activities as they occur in the present tense.

· Use role-play with children using simple statements.

· Use consistent language patterns and vocabulary.

· Be sensitive to child’s participation by providing choices.

· Choose a simple game to present new vocabulary words.

Complies with Head Start Performance Standard 1304.21(a)(3)(i)(E) found in Education and Early childhood Development on page 67.§ 1304.21 Education and early childhood development.

