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POLICY

UCAN Head Start is committed to involving parents in the planning and development of program goals through participation, sharing interests and ideas, and helping in the decision-making process.

PROCEDURE
· Parent participation is encouraged beginning at the parent registration/enrollment.

· Parents are encouraged to participate as volunteers in the classroom, attend field trips with the children, and prepare learning materials in the home for classroom activities.

· Parents may designate another family member to participate in a program activity by providing written permission 24 hours in advance with the individual’s name and affiliation to the family.  In the event that the family member requests bringing their child/children, prior approval by a supervisor is required.  If approved, expectations will be provided to the family member by staff. 

· Parents are encouraged to share their family interests (i.e. farming, carpentry, and cooking) in the classroom and at family gatherings.

· When staff work with parents at all program levels, they will encourage parents to participate in planning activities to enhance children’s learning and the quality of their family life.

· Parents are encouraged to attend and serve on program committees and community agency meetings.

· Parents are involved in developing and coordinating program activities at parent meetings and Policy Council.

· Staff will ensure that parents are involved in the planning of training topics at parent meetings.

· Parents elect a Policy Council Representative and Alternate to represent their Parent Committee.

Expectations for a substitute family member to bring their own child/children when participating in a program activity in the place of the Head Start child’s parents;

· No extra expense on Head Start shall be incurred due to the child attending.

· The non-classroom child/children brought in by the substitute family member shall be monitored closely by the family member. 

· Head Start DAP practices will be followed.

· When volunteering will be on a more consistent basis other than an occasional field trip or special classroom event, approval from the Child Development team (CDSSs, CDSM, and FSM) is required.   

This policy complies with Head Start Performance Standard 1304.40 (d) (1-3) in the Family Partnership section on page 133-34
& 1304.50 in the Program Governance section page 162 § 1304.40 Family partnerships.

 HYPERLINK "http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/Program%20Design%20and%20Management/Head%20Start%20Requirements/Head%20Start%20Requirements/1304/1304.50%20Program%20governance..htm" 
§ 1304.50 Program governance.

