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POLICY

Staff will maintain a safe and healthy environment for all children and families.

PROCEDURE
· In the event of accident to the tongue, lips, cheeks or teeth:

· Attempt to calm the child.

· All incidents should be handled quietly and calmly because a panicked child is more likely to create problems when treated.

· Check for bleeding.

· If child is bleeding:

· Wash affected area with clean water.

· Apply ice for swelling.

· If tooth is fractured:

· Staff can do little for a fractured tooth except calm the child.

· Call parent and have child taken immediately to a dentist for treatment.

· If a tooth is knocked out:

· Recover tooth.

· Rinse both mouth and tooth with tap water.

· If possible, replace tooth in socket.

· If it is not possible to replace tooth in socket, the tooth should be placed under child’s tongue so that it is bathed in saliva.  If child will not hold the tooth under the tongue or you are afraid of the child swallowing it, place the tooth in a glass of milk.

· The child and tooth need to be taken to the dentist immediately.  It is most important that the tooth be replanted within 30 minutes by the dentist.

· If a tooth or teeth are loosened in an accident:

· Rinse out child’s mouth.

· Do not attempt to move teeth or jaw.

· Child needs to be taken to dentist immediately.  (call parent to transport).

· If a tooth is knocked into the gums:

· Do not attempt to free or pull on the tooth.

· Rinse out the child’s mouth.

· Child needs to be taken to dentist immediately.  (call parent to transport).

· If injury to tongue, cheek or lips occur:

· Rinse affected area.

· Apply ice to control swelling.

· Child needs to be taken to dentist or physician if bleeding continues or wound is large.

This policy complies with Head Start Performance Standard 1304.22(a)(1), pg.84, 1304.22 (a)(2) pg.84 1304.22(a)(4) pg. 85§ 1304.22 Child health and safety.

