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POLICY

To form and maintain a Health Services Advisory Committee (HSAC) to advise in the planning, operation, and evaluation of health services in Head Start. HSAC is an advisory group composed of local health providers, such as pediatricians, nurses, nurse practitioners, dentists, nutritionists, and mental health providers who represent private & public agencies; the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program; and other social service agencies. Head Start staff and parents also serve on the HSAC.

PROCEDURE
· There will be at least two HSAC meetings each year.

· Meeting announcements will be sent to HSAC members two to three weeks in advance to meeting date. Participation will be encouraged of at least one parent receiving services from UCAN Head Start

· To embrace a vision of health and wellness that includes prevention and early intervention. 

· To be a good community partner. 

· Support parents’ participation by making resources available such as transportation and child care. 

· To play an important role in weaving community connections and ensuring that Head Start will provide comprehensive, integrated, and effective health services to children and their families.

· To assist local programs in a variety of activities, including developing plans, policies and procedures; training staff and parents, and accessing community health resources.

· HSAC Committee members offer their services on a volunteer basis and are not compensated for their participation. 

· To play a role in improving child and family outcomes.

This policy complies with Head Start Performance Standard 45 CFR Section 1304.41 (b) page 153§ 1304.41 Community partnerships.

