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POLICY

To ensure that child with hearing problems are identified and follow-up care can be initiated for early treatment, UCAN Head Start will conduct hearing screenings on all Head Start enrollee’s ages 3-5 years old and assist parents along with the Family Services Educator (FSE), in making provisions for those requiring follow-up care.

PROCEDURE
· Hearing screening is conducted by the Health Services Assistant (HSA) in a quiet room, using a portable audiometer, table and chairs for screening.

· Two phases are conducted, including play audiometry. These phases are: (1) the preparation phase, during which the child is conditioned to respond; and, (2) the measurement phase, during which the actual screening or threshold test is conducted.

· Results are documented by HSS. If the child is unable or unwilling to cooperate in screening or if child fails screening, the child will be re screened when the child is more comfortable with their classroom surroundings..

· If the child remains uncooperative or unable to participate in screening or if child fails second screening, the FSE will copy screen and assist parent in getting a evaluation for medical condition and a referral from primary care physician for a hearing evaluation if needed. See referral procedure.

This policy complies with Head Start performance standard 45 CFR 1304.20 (a) (c)
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