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POLICY

UCAN Head Start staff will provide learning experiences to children with disabilities that are meaningful, developmentally appropriate and responsive to children’s needs and interests.  We work towards successfully integrating children with differing abilities into our classrooms, by seeing the child first as a child, and the ability second.

PROCEDURE
· Teaching Staff will make sure that IFSP goals are integrated into the general individualized education plans that all children have within 2 weeks of IFSP and updated 3 times a year.  This would be documented in the child’s file, the program database and on the child’s Progress and Planning Report.

· Staff will integrate all aspects of the health, nutrition, and mental health services into programs activities.  These activities will promote development of social/emotional skills.  The activities are documented on lesson plans each month.

· If needed, activities to help children with disabilities participate in meal and snack times will be provided.  The activities will be documented on lesson plans.

· Developmental Specialist (DS), with help from personnel from local Education Services District, will provide assistive services or devices for children with disabilities as needed within 1 week of 1st day of school and according to IFSP.

· Teaching staff will include children with disabilities in all aspects of the routine with typically developing children on a daily basis.  This includes the need for small group, modifications for large group/activities, and individual support.

· Teaching staff will share activities with parents to foster maximum development of each child’s potential at each home visit.  This will be documented in Family Partnership Meeting notes located in program database.

· Teaching staff will provide parents with opportunities to observe all activities described in the child’s IFSP and documented on Monthly lesson plan.

· Teaching staff and Speech Therapist will keep parents informed as to ways to support their child’s development through home visits, phone contact or in person when parent visits the classroom.

· Education Services District Speech Therapist, Physical Therapists and/or Occupational Therapists will provide therapy services and/or consultation to children that are made eligible to receive those services.

· Confidentiality will be maintained by all staff regarding children and families.  Parents will be given the opportunity to review their child’s records in a timely manner. 

· The DS coordinates services for children with disabilities. 

· The DS coordinates services for children with behavior and mental health issues. 
This policy complies with Head Start Performance Standard 1304.24(a)(2 & 3) Page 121.

§ 1304.24 Child mental health.

