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POLICY

UCAN Head Start will actively recruit and enroll families having preschool children with a variety of special needs in Douglas County.  We will reserve a minimum of 10% of our enrollment slots for children with certified disabilities. Children with severe disabilities are not denied placement when parent wishes to enroll child and Head Start is deemed the most appropriate placement according to their Individual Family Service Plan(IFSP), child is in need of an integrated placement and the program has space to enroll the child.

PROCEDURE
· Personnel involved in the selection process, are knowledgeable about regulations regarding recruitment and enrollment of children with disabilities. 

· A copy of 45 CFR Part 84 is on file with the ERSEA Specialist, and a statement prohibiting discrimination is included in our program brochure.

· Age appropriate children evaluated by Early Childhood Special Education will be referred to Head Start throughout the year.

· Developmental Specialist (DS) observes children, with parents’ permission, referred to Head Start that attends Early Intervention Preschools to access their needs for a positive transition to Head Start.

· DS attends IFSP for child who is referred to Head Start.

· In the spring The Education Services District Early Intervention Specialist sends Head Start a list of children being referred to Head Start from the Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education program for the following school year.

· DS will refer children to EI/ECSE whose parents have expressed concerns on Head Start applications.

· Program options will be considered for children with special needs such as: dual placement, part day, special services (feeding, suctioning, assistance with toileting, diapering). None of these needs would prevent a child from being enrolled in Head Start.

· Children are given points for a diagnosed disability and the same policies that apply to all Head Start children apply to them.  The number of children with disabilities in the Head Start service area, types of disabilities, immunization records, and inclusion of children with severe disabilities is reviewed.

· Children will not be denied service due to staff attitudes, inaccessibility of facilities, needed resources, lack of staff knowledge, or the child’s need for personalized services. Staff will receive training needed to provide the best service, facilities will be accessible according to the American Disability Act, and resources will be provided to meet each child’s needs.

This policy complies with Head Start Performance Standard 1308.5 (a), (b), (c) 1-4, (d) 1-5, (e) and 1308.5(f); Recruitment and enrollment of children with disabilities, page 273-277.§1308.5 Recruitment and enrollment of children with disabilities.

