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POLICY

The UCAN Head Start grant and budget will reflect support to children with disabilities by providing equipment needed and/or making facilities ADA accessible.  The grant and budget will also show support for training expenditures as needed to train staff working with children with special needs.

PROCEDURE
· Developmental Specialist (DS) will assess the needs of children with disabilities. She will discuss these needs and ways to procure them with the Health Services Program Manager (HSPM). 
· The grant application and budget will reflect adequate resources to implement the following goals for serving families and children with disabilities.

a. To continue to recruit children with a variety of disabilities

b. To support and integrate high quality, comprehensive services to children with disabilities and their families

c. To increase training opportunities in disability services for staff and parents

d. To encourage parents to be involved in the local Coordinating Council

e. To utilize the Section 504 Plan as an accommodation tool for non-IDEA eligible children who require additional support to have a successful school experience.

· DS will make available any special furniture, dishes 

· and/or utensils needed, through Head Start funds, equipment borrowed from Early

· Childhood Special Education or from other community agencies.

· DS will look at the IFSP to assess transportation needs. 
f. If the child is eligible for district transportation, and Head Start does not have a bus the child can ride, the DS will make a referral to the Early Intervention Case Manager, to arrange for the local school district to transport.

· DS will coordinate needed training with HSPM when money from the budget is needed to support staff training in special needs. DS would first try to arrange needed training using free community resources. 

· Child Development Services Manager will make provisions for substitute teaching staff to enable staff to attend training when needed for serving children with disabilities.

This policy complies with Head Start Performance Standard 1304.24 (a)(3)(ii and iv), 1304.24(a)(1)(iii and iv) page 118-119,122-124; 1304.40(f)(4)(i).(ii) & (iii) page 139.  § 1304.24 Child mental health.

 HYPERLINK "http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/Program%20Design%20and%20Management/Head%20Start%20Requirements/Head%20Start%20Requirements/1304/1304.40%20Family%20partnerships..htm" 
§ 1304.40 Family partnerships.

