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FSE TIP SHEET FOR CHILDREN SERVED BY OUTSIDE AGENCIES

       Head Start encourages partnerships in service for children ( children being served by other agencies and HS)
 

       When a child is served by Head Start and we discover that the child is already being served by other agencies; we confer with the contact person at that agency to see if we can work together to serve the child to avoid duplication of services or enhance the existing child’s service plan.  We share information, we invite them to any planning meetings (by phone, in person or by getting information from them if they can not attend) regarding the family or child. 
 

       Always remember that Foster children’s signatory adult is the “caseworker” and every decision about the child’s educational placement should be discussed with them as well as the foster parent.
 

 

       The Office of Head Start encourages programs to tag on to “existing child plans”  ie. IFSP’s  Child Welfare, WIC, Douglas County Mental Health Therapy plans etc.)
       WITH ALL THAT BEING SAID: There are certain agencies that do not allow “duel service” because their funding streams can only be used to serve children that cannot be served by other agencies in the same way (duplication of services).  FAMILY DEVELOPMENT CENTER FALL UNDERNEATH THIS CATEGORY.  IF A CHILD IS IN HEAD START AND A PARENT APPLIES FOR FDC, THE CHILD WILL HAVE TO WITHDRAW FROM HEAD START TO BE SERVED BY FDC, THIS INCLUDED BEING SERVED ON THEIR WAITLIST AND RECEIVING HOME VISITS AND SUCH.  
 

       It is important that we ask families during application and through out the year “if they are being served by other agencies”.  If parents request information regarding other services, we encourage parents to make informed choices based on giving them up-to-date information.  Meaning if parents want to withdraw from Head Start to enter FDC; informing them, that we can not serve the child if they choose to enroll in FDC.  We as a program do not encourage parents to move their child to FDC (so that they are better served) that does not align with our Mission and Philosophy.  Our mission is to serve every child enrolled in a comprehensive manner with other agencies adding the pieces that we do not do. 
 

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT CENTERS RESPONSE TO DUEL SERVICE
Our program has three components:  Home Base, Center Base and Healthy Start.  All services are voluntary and free.  Healthy Start is 0-3yrs, only 1st born, home visits only, referrals from anyone.  Home Base is 0-5yrs, home visits as often as family needs them, scheduled respite for families who can transport, referrals from anyone.  Center base is enrolled spots twice per week in infant, toddler, preschool classrooms; families enter through Home Base program (Healthy Start would 1st refer to home base and then that child would be enrolled in center base), home visits are at least monthly, twice monthly parent classes.

When families are only offered respite it is because they are receiving home base services.  It is probably a good idea for your workers to call us to confirm because parents can be confused about what is happening.  We never automatically assume that since a child is receiving services from Head Start that they are not eligible for our services.  In our experience, the services are different, families decide where they want their child to attend, both services are not necessary.  In the case of certain children (CURRENT ENROLLED FOSTER CHILD) both of our services are needed for the child's best interest.  We often make referrals over to your agency and are open to referrals from yours.  When I worked in Lane County this was common practice to send children back and forth.  We had a lovely working relationship.  
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